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Subscribe to my co-worker letters

Dear friends,

The sky was hazy from the dust and smoke that
signals the dry season in Zambia. I had forgotten
how brown and dusty the countryside was during
this time of year. The road was full of potholes –

some the size that could swallow your vehicle. But the sky was blue and bright and my
passenger, Rev. Lloyd Mithi, the deputy general secretary for the Church of Central Africa
Presbyterian Synod of Zambia (CCAP) provided me with company and interesting conversation
to help distract from the bumps in the road.

This was the first time I drove from Lusaka to Lundazi. If you look at Google Maps it will tell you
that it is a ten-and-a-half-hour drive, but in reality, it took us eight hours to just reach Chipata.
The next day Rev. Mithi and I set off from Chipata to Lundazi. I expected the road to be bad
because when we left in 2020 there was major damage to half of the road from Chipata to
Lundazi and two bridges had collapsed. Charles and I joked that the first half was the “bad
road,” and the second half was the “good road.” Our friend, Rev. David Chiboboka once told
Charles that it was good to know that he had his Ph.D. We laughed and asked what he meant.
Rev. Chiboboka told Charles that his Ph.D. stood for “Pothole Dodger.” The last third of the “bad
road” has been grated and all the tarmac removed and is now a bumpy dirt road, which I much
prefer over the road that requires a Ph.D. When we first arrived in 2016, the drive took us less
than two hours. Now, the drive took me almost five hours.

When I finally arrived in Lundazi, I was greeted by my co-workers, Richard Willima, Cecilia Shawa
and Fanny Banda, and the pastor at the David McConaghagy Congregation, Boma Prayerhouse,
Rev. Albert Kanyinji. It was a joy to see them all again after such a long time and they gifted me
with a beautiful welcome home cake.

Unfortunately, the bumps in the road didn’t end with the drive. The house was in complete
disarray after some boys had broken in and vandalized it a few months earlier. Things were
scattered everywhere. It has taken me a few weeks to get everything sorted, cleaned and
repaired. But I am thankful for so many friends and a good landlord who have helped me get
things back in order.

Mr. Willima was very excited to take me to Phalaza to see the current status of the construction
of the Phalaza Rural Health Center. The clinic building itself is complete, as well as the latrines
and incinerator. The final phase, the construction of the three staff houses, is well underway.
The CCAP Health Department had applied for the Birthday Offering grant with the assistance
and support of Lexington Presbyterian Church in Lexington, Virginia with the hope that the
department would be able to complete the staff houses and a maternity shelter. Unfortunately,
we just learned this week that the project was not selected for the grant. Just another bump in
the road. The department has now applied for the Thank Offering with the hope and prayer that
it will be approved so they will have the funds necessary to complete the project and begin
providing much needed health care to the Phalaza community.

When I arrived in Lundazi the women in the Days for Girls Enterprise (Cecilia, Eunice and Fanny)
were busy packing up a new order for Days for Girls smart starter kits (two shields, two liners, a
pair of underpants, a care card – all packaged in a transport bag) for an orphanage in Kitwe,
Zambia. They had run out of flannel (which has been a challenge to obtain in Zambia), but
thankfully I came with a trunk full of brightly colored flannel that they received and quickly
began sewing. I was so excited to see Eunice using the serger. Eunice has struggled with her
sewing skills, but she has found her niche with the serger. I just learned that Eunice recently
successfully passed her secondary school exams. Stella also passed her secondary school exams
last year and is now on education leave in Lusaka and attending nursing school. Cecilia’s
children are all doing well with no fear of not being able to attend school due to a lack of funds
for school fees. The salaries that the women have been earning through the enterprise have
truly been life-changing for them.

Yes – this transition back to life in Lundazi has been full of bumps and potholes, but it has also
been full of blessings. I am grateful to all my friends and co-workers who love and assist me and
have helped to make the road smoother. I am grateful to each and every one of you for your
prayers and financial support that allow me to continue to answer God’s call to serve with my
partner here in Zambia. I covet your prayers not only for me and my ministry here in Zambia but
also for Charles who is at home in Atlanta. He is also facing a bumpy road learning to manage
life without me there with him. Your prayers and the blessings of friends will help make smooth
the “bad road” and help turn it into the “good road.”

Melissa

Please read the following letter from Rev. Mienda Uriarte, acting director of World Mission:

Dear Partners in God’s Mission,

What an amazing journey we’re on together! Our call to be a Matthew 25 denomination has
challenged us in so many ways to lean into new ways of reaching out. As we take on the
responsibilities of dismantling systemic racism, eradicating the root causes of poverty and
engaging in congregational vitality, we find that the Spirit of God is indeed moving throughout
World Mission. Of course, the past two years have also been hard for so many as we’ve ventured
through another year of the pandemic, been confronted with racism, wars and the heart
wrenching toll of natural disasters. And yet, rather than succumb to the darkness, we are called
to shine the light of Christ by doing justice, loving kindness and walking humbly with God.

We are so grateful that you are on this journey as well. Your commitment enables mission co-
workers around the world to accompany partners and share in so many expressions of the
transformative work being done in Christ’s name. Thank you for your partnership, prayers and
contributions to their ministries.

We hope you will continue to support World Mission in all the ways you are able:

Give – Consider making a year-end financial contribution for the sending and support of our
mission personnel (E132192). This unified fund supports the work of all our mission co-workers
as they accompany global partners in their life-giving work. Gifts can also be made “in honor of”
a specific mission co-worker – just include their name on the memo line.

Pray – Include PC(USA) mission personnel and global partners in your daily prayers. If you
would like to order prayer cards as a visual reminder of those for whom you are praying, please
contact Cindy Rubin (cynthia.rubin@pcusa.org; 800-728-7228, ext. 5065).

Act – Invite a mission co-worker to visit your congregation either virtually or in person. Contact
mission.live@pcusa.org to make a request or email the mission co-worker directly. Email
addresses are listed on Mission Connections profile pages. Visit pcusa.org/missionconnections
to search by last name.

Thank you for your consideration! We appreciate your faithfulness to God’s mission through the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Prayerfully,

 

 

Rev. Mienda Uriarte, Acting Director
World Mission
Presbyterian Mission Agency
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

To give, please visit https://bit.ly/22MC-YE.

For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6

 

You may freely reuse and distribute this article in its entirety for non-commercial purposes in any
medium. Please include author attribution, photography credits, and a link to the original article.
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDeratives 4.0
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NEWS & COMMUNICATIONS  PROGRAMS & SERVICES  STORE     I am... I want to...

WHAT WE BELIEVE  WHAT WE DO  WHO WE ARE  MISSION RESOURCES  GET INVOLVED Donate

ES  한국어

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/who-we-are/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/pcusa
https://www.youtube.com/PresbyterianChurch
https://twitter.com/Presbyterian
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/a-bumpy-road/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=The+latest+from+Charles+and+Melissa+Johnson+-+Presbyterian+Mission+Agency&utm_campaign=Charles+and+Melissa+Johnson
https://www.pinterest.com/presbyterianusa/mission-and-ministries-of-the-pc-usa/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/stories/feed/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/a-bumpy-road/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=The+latest+from+Charles+and+Melissa+Johnson+-+Presbyterian+Mission+Agency&utm_campaign=Charles+and+Melissa+Johnson#TB_inline?width=480&height=620&inlineId=email-this-page
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/legal-resources/privacy-policy/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/legal-resources/donor-privacy-policy/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Privacy-Notice-for-EU-Residents-for-Website.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/legal-resources/legal-notices/
http://www.pcusa.org/
http://www.pensions.org/
http://oga.pcusa.org/
http://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/
http://pilp.pcusa.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
http://www.ppcbooks.com/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pw/
https://www.pcusa.org/acorp/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/new-to-the-church/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/candidateinquirer/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/christian-educator/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/church-leaderstaff/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/church-member/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/church-musician/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/communicator/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donor/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/immigrant/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/pastor/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/racial-ethnic-person/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/presbytermid-council-leader/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/volunteer/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/woman-2/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/young-adult/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/youthyouth-leader/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/news-communications/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/programs-services/
http://pcusastore.com/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/who-we-are/work-for-the-church/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/legal-resources/creating-safe-ministries/
http://www.pcusa.org/spanish/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/korean2
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-admin
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/who-we-are/contact-us/
mailto:melissa.johnson@pcusa.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/e132192/
https://pcusa.activehosted.com/f/66
https://translate.google.com/
mailto:mission.live@pcusa.org
http://www.pcusa.org/missionconnections
https://bit.ly/22MC-YE
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/topic/zambia/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/tags/ccap-zambia/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/tags/days-for-girls/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/tags/lundazi/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/tags/matthew-25/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/tags/phalaza-rural-health-center/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/melissa-johnson/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/arrived-in-lundazi/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/bumps-in-the-road/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/chipata-to-lundazi/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/honor-of-melissa/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/honor-of-melissa-johnsons-ministry/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/melissa-johnson/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/melissa-johnsons-ministry/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/mienda-uriarte-acting/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/mienda-uriarte-acting-director/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/mission/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/mission-co-worker/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/passed-her-secondary/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/passed-her-secondary-school/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/passed-her-secondary-school-exams/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/presbyterian-church/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/presbyterian-church-u-s-a/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/road/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/secondary-school-exams/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/uriarte-acting-director/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/yst_prominent_words/world-mission/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-do/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-do/where-we-work/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/mission-connections
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?s=100&p%5Burl%5D=&p%5Bimages%5D%5B0%5D=&p%5Btitle%5D=&p%5Bsummary%5D=
http://twitter.com/share?url=&text=
https://plusone.google.com/_/+1/confirm?hl=en&url=
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=&media=&description=
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/a-bumpy-road/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=The+latest+from+Charles+and+Melissa+Johnson+-+Presbyterian+Mission+Agency&utm_campaign=Charles+and+Melissa+Johnson#TB_inline?width=480&height=620&inlineId=email-this-page
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/news-communications/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/programs-services/
https://www.pcusastore.com/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-do/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/who-we-are/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resources/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/get-involved/
https://www.pcusa.org/spanish/
https://www.pcusa.org/korean/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/

