Peru Newsletter - Cornucopia of Faith and Resilience

Advent blessings to you!
In this season of giving thanks and waiting in hope, we are grateful for your
accompaniment as we share about our partnership and ministry with you.
View this email in your browser

Thank you for your continued support of our family ministry through your prayers, messages and
financial gifts. We continue to serve because of you and your accompaniment.

Support Chenoa's Ministry

Cornucopia of Faith and Resilience
A Letter from Chenoa Stock, serving in Peru
Winter 2021
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Dear friends,
It has been four years since I have been in the U.S. for the autumn season and the holidays.
What a joy to experience the fall activities and reactions to the seasonal changes through the
eyes of our three- year-old son, Leandro. We have piled and jumped in our share of leaves,
picked apples, carved pumpkins, gone on hayrides, and observed in awe the variety of colors of
leaves that have evolved above and around us in our neighborhood.
On our dining room table, there is a cornucopia, a symbol of abundance and plenty as we give
thanks for the harvest and all who make the harvest possible, as well as gratitude for all we have.
After a long year, and now seeing symbols of change and abundance around me, I think now it is
timely to reflect on the gratitude we share for our partners and their ministries in Peru.

Leandro and family enjoying fall activities.

I am grateful for the continued and faithful perseverance of our partners as they serve
marginalized communities in various forms of outreach:


Organizing ollas comunes (community kitchens) for vulnerable communities and delivering
food to those on the margins to address the issue of food security, the right to access
healthy food, which has significantly decreased throughout the pandemic.



Providing medical materials for those who did not have access to them amidst a broken
healthcare system.
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Housing refugees and advocating for housing rights in a time when welcoming the
stranger was not encouraged.



Creating call support lines to offer emotional and mental health support for those affected
by the pandemic.



Facilitating health protocol trainings and workshops for those without access to this
medical education.



Designing creative methods to provide access to educational tools for children, such as
books, printers, materials, internet, or other necessary equipment in times of virtual
learning.



Succeeding in advocating for and designing an Environmental Health Law to address the
injustices faced by people affected by mining contamination on a national level.

Beneficiaries of the community kitchen in San Juan de Lurigancho. Photo by CENCA,
partner of the Peruvian Joining Hands Network.
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As seminaries and biblical institutes received permission to open in 2021, I am grateful for the
Evangelical Church of Peru (IEP) pastors and professors in the Cuzco and Puno regions who
made this possible and for the hundreds of men and women who returned to their theological
studies after a year of closure:


The IEP opened its seminary doors to over 30 students to begin or continue their classes
on campus while living in a learning bubble with their fellow students. The graduation
celebration for fourth-year students is currently being planned to culminate the school year
in December.



The IEP’s Women’s Ministry celebrated the graduation of the first ten women to complete
its women’s theological course. There are more than 130 women who continue to study
this course throughout the high jungle area of Cuzco, inspired by those who graduated in
August to become more faithful and educated leaders within their church.



Various theological courses were taught in the Sajiruyoc Bible Institute, located in the high
jungle outside of Cuzco, and in distant, rural communities around the area, where church
leaders traveled to reach isolated congregation members.



IEP church leaders in the Puno area were inspired to re-open the local Theological
Institute. After such an extended period without local church fellowship or Biblical
teachings, due to the lack of internet access by many of its members, church leaders
wanted to try to reach those who were searching for deeper theological studies.

Left: Students of the IEP Sicuani Seminary
Right: Greek class at the IEP Sicuani Seminary
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Though the Peruvian presidential election caused a deeper divide and conflict, I am grateful that
a president was ultimately chosen, a Cabinet was formed (on the second try), and that
discussions about issues that our partners have fought for years to bring to the national agenda,
are being held.
As PERUSA, we have been focusing our time on interviewing our partners and other external
contacts to map out the influential actors in Peru and their work focus to gain a clearer
understanding of the current context in which we serve and partner. I am grateful for a dedicated
team of colleagues who are committed to making the Peruvian Joining Hands Network and all its
programs stronger and more relevant in these changing times.
So as the leaves change color around us, our partners have also adapted their ministries to the
season of change around them. I give thanks for the cornucopia of faith and resilience that our
partners demonstrate as they daily follow God’s call to serve the least of these. I give thanks for
the endless forms of support and partnership that you all have provided in this past year to
strengthen and encourage our partners in that call. I give thanks that this partnership creates a
space where God’s cornucopia of love and justice can be rooted, grown and flourished, even
through the change to which that call leads us.
May we continue to faithfully walk in partnership and gratitude together.
Peace, Chenoa
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PARTNER NEWS:
Once again, the House of God Presbyterian Church, member of our partner, the Peruvian
Joining Hands Network, is holding their Christmas Campaign. Please consider being a part
of this effort to support communities on the margins this holiday season.

Just a reminder that I am now using my pcusa account.

Please direct all future correspondences to:

chenoa.stock@pcusa.org

Click here to SUBSCRIBE and read any of Chenoa's past newsletters!

Support Chenoa's Ministry

Giving Changes and Opportunities:
1) In the new year, the Presbyterian Mission Agency will soon implement a long-awaited approach to
supporting mission co-workers: One Fund (explanation found on Page 3). All individuals and
congregations are invited to support Presbyterian Mission by giving to account E132192, with the
possibility of designating the gift in honor of a specific mission co-worker. You will find more information
on the link above to the Mission Personnel Guide. If you would like to receive a more in depth FAQ sheet
about this, please let me know.
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2) Through December 31st, there will be a Matching Gift Challenge. This year, though, the matching gift
will relate to the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), of which our ministry under the Joining Hands
Program is a part. Any/all donors who wish to do so can participate, but it is important to note that the
challenge portion will go where the pool of challenge donors indicate they want it to go, which, in this
case, is to PHP. As an example, Jane Doe sends in a $100 gift to E132192 via the matching gift
challenge. Their $100 gift would go to E132192, but the match portion would remain in OG300000
(PHP). I invite you to take advantage of this special match and be part of this end-of-year giving
opportunity!

***ADDRESS CHANGE WHILE IN THE US***
Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure
15 South Schlueter Avenue
St Louis, MO 63135
chenoa.stock@pcusa.org
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