FW: Good News From Cafe Justo y FDC: Giving Thanks

Hello, this is just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Frontera de
Cristo and Café Justo. Don't forget to add mark@fronteradecristo.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in
your inbox! You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

Cultivating Relationships
and Understanding
Across Borders

Café Justo y Mas coffee shop's annual
"Agua Prieta High Schools Have Talent"
provides a place for youth to showcase their talents and
gives scholarships for their continuing education.

November 21, 2021

21 de noviembre 2021

Dear sisters and brothers,

Café Justo is celebrating 19 years of addressing root causes of immigration this month. In 2002,
Mundo Ballinas was in Atlanta, Georgia, roofing houses when his mother, Dona Soraida Santiago,
joined with 25 other farmers to found Café Justo. Last month, Mundo visited the cooperative's

roasting facility in Agua Prieta with two others of the leadership team.

Having returned to Chiapas because of the founding of Café Justo, Mundo shared with us how
grateful he was to be able to be by his mother's side when she died earlier this year and to have been
able to spend the last 15 years with her and his wife raising their daughters. His eyes beamed with
pride when he talked about his daughters graduating from college, his oldest starting a new business,
his youngest starting a family, and his new grandchild all living in the same community.

Join us in giving thanks to God for the vision and perseverance of Dona Soraida and the other
founders of Café Justo. You can buy delicious, freshly roasted 100% organic Café Justo through our
Coffee and Compassion program. Your partnership helps families thrive!

Peace,
Jocabed Gallegos and Mark Adams
Coordinators

Café Justo: Coffee with a Splash of Social Justice
by Annette Mikat, in the Fall 2021 issue of the magazine Perspectives,
from the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration

There is so much to love about coffee: the smoky, nutty aroma that fills the room; the piquant
earthiness with notes of fruit or caramel; the comforting warmth that spreads through your core as
you sip. When your cup comes with a shot of social justice, it’s even better.

Café Justo—or Just Coffee—is a grower-owned coffee co-op operating in partnership with Frontera
de Cristo, a Presbyterian border organization, and its Love Mercy, Do Justice ministry that bridges
neighboring communities Agua Prieta, Sonora, and Douglas, Arizona. The co-op began coffee sales
in 2003 to help local coffee growers create and sustain a small-scale international coffee company.

"We want gospel values to be represented in how we
treat those who are seeking refuge or fleeing extreme
poverty or violence, and we want to move beyond just
the humanitarian piece," says Pastor Mark Adams, US
Coordinator at Frontera de Cristo." Sometimes it’s
easier to just pick up people from the side of the road.
But if we keep finding people on the side of the road in
the same place, sooner or later, we have to figure out
how to fix the road. Café Justo gives people a reason
to stay off that road."

Continue reading this article from the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, who recently made a
$30,000 "Seeding a Legacy of Healing" grant to Frontera de Cristo.

Join Us Wednesday, December 8
Cafe Justo y Mas Presents

Zoom link for Art Exhibition: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83359110042
Enjoy some of John's photos here.

Walk With Us in Person or on Zoom

Zoom link for Posada: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81315475592

Welcome, Pastor Lorena!

In October, Lorena Ocampo Campos accepted the
call to serve as our Children and Family Pastor and she is
already forming a vital part of the team working with those
children most at risk to the negative impacts of the drug
culture. Her focus is not limited to the four walls of a church
but extends into the community.

Pastor Lorena provides emotional and spiritual support for
the children, families, and the children’s enrichment ministry
through family visits, activities for the children and their
families, and individual and group counseling sessions for
the ministry team, strengthening their capacity to be more
fully present to the children.

Together with Marina Forero, the director of the children’s enrichment ministry, Pastor Lorena will
work to strengthen our existing partnerships with the schools. We know that the stress level for
teachers is always high and has only increased during the pandemic. To provide an outlet outside of
the school for teachers to be nourished, Pastor Lorena will be organizing emotional support groups
for teachers that will meet at Café Justo y Mas. Please join us in gratitude and prayer for Pastor
Lorena.

We Choose Welcome

Since mid-December 2020, more than
24,000 men, women, and children have found a
welcoming place, a delicious cup of coffee, food,

water, first aid, clean socks and underwear, and
caring people at the Migrant Resource Center
(MRC). There has been a substantial increase
recently in the number of persons being returned
to Agua Prieta by the Border Patrol and the MRC
is now providing hospitality to 100 people a day.

You are helping to make this possible through
your
donations
to
our
We
Choose
Welcome campaign. The campaign ensures that
our team has the financial resources to receive
each person with love and care.

Guests at the MRC enjoy coffee and a meal on the
patio. In the background: a mural painted during the
PBRO event "Responding to an Exodus" in
November 2019.

Psalm of Lament
by Gabrielle Hickly

Gabrielle Hickly, a member of the New Wilmington Mission Conference Summer Service Team,
served for five weeks with us as part of our Binational Summer Internship program. At the end of the
five weeks, she presented us with this reflection.

How long, Lord?
How long will you allow this injustice to continue?
How long will you allow barriers,
made by human hands,

to destroy your creation,
those made in your Image?
You are the Sovereign Lord,
the King of Kings,
Almighty God.
From the beginning of time,
you have revealed your heart for the nations.
You so loved the world,
you gave your Son to die for the sins of all.
Why then do you allow this to continue?
Weeping fills the air,
darkness seems to win,
streams of blood fill the deserts.
Orchestrated by a nation,
a people who claim to be your own,
yet they have forsaken your call,
to love their neighbors as themselves,
to care for the widow, the orphan, the foreigner.
Lord, deliver the helpless from the hands of wicked rulers.
Awaken in your people hearts that desire justice.
You make a way through the wilderness,
You cause streams to flow through the desert.
You split the seas to create a highway for your people,
to deliver them from oppressive hands.
Repeat your acts in our day Lord,
remind us of who you are through your mighty works of redemption.
Open the eyes of the nations,
soften our hearts.
Lord, make your justice roll in abundance,
yet in justice remember mercy.
Change the hearts of man,
oh Lord,

change my own sinful heart.
Lord, increase my faith when my eyes cannot see.
My hope is in the Lord,
His steadfast love shall never fail.
When wickedness abounds,
my soul longs for eternity with my Creator.
We are all exiles,
foreigners in this strange and perverse land.
Yet, we are united as children,
under our loving Father,
Who, though we arrive as exiles,
welcomes us as children home.
Praise the Lord,
for His ways are much higher than my own.
O my soul,
praise His Holy Name.

Come Visit Us!

We are grateful that the Frontera de Cristo Board of Directors has given us the "go ahead" to
begin receiving delegations again, and we have put a number of health and safety protocols in place
to make this possible during the pandemic. To schedule your delegation's visit or check on
prospective dates, email us: office@fronteradecristo.org. You can also review our Mission Delegation
Manual and get other details on our Website.

Coffee and Compassion

Frontera de Cristo and Café Justo
developed the Coffee and Compassion program
last year in response to the economic downturn
due to COVID and the concurrent drop in sales
of Café Justo when churches stopped meeting
together in person.

The program has been an amazing success, and
we thank everyone who participated. So far,
1,182 pounds of coffee have been bought, and
we have been able to provide emergency food
aid to 700 families who were impacted
economically by COVID. And the program
continues...

You can continue to order your coffee online
here and help your sisters and brothers during
the pandemic. You will receive delicious 100%
organic coffee cultivated, roasted, and shipped
by the Café Justo cooperative and you will also
be helping families affected by COVID-19. To
order by mail instead of online, just download
this form.

Febe Maldonado,
barista at Café Justo y Mas

Do you know how to make café en la roca? It's iced
coffee, à la Café Justo y Mas. First, make your ice cubes
out of Café Justo (a good way to use up the last of the
pot!), and then follow Febe's instructions. Your smile
will be as big as hers when you drink it!

Building Peace Across Borders
Over a Delicious Cup of Coffee

"Working across borders is a part of caring for creation."

DONATE NOW

Ministry Quick Links

Our Mission Connections Page
Frontera de Cristo Facebook Page

Migrant Resource Center Facebook Page
Cafe Justo Facebook Page
Video of the Month: Commonwealth
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