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Join us Sunday mornings
in person or online at 11 am
for worship.
YouTube and our website!
View our
online service
on YouTube,
YouTube and our website!
Facebook or
on our
website.
ZOOM FELLOWSHIP HOUR
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Miss coffee and doughnuts following worship? Join us for Zoom Fellowship Hour immediately following
worship on Communion Sundays (1st Sunday of the month). We will gather on Zoom for a chance to "see"
each other and enjoy time in fellowship together even while we are apart. Laura will send the Zoom link in her
email the week of each gathering. If you do not receive her email, please contact her to be added to the list at
lgrice@wcpc-tx.org.

As a result of the pandemic, Love Your Neighbor Day (LYND) will look very different in 2021. As a matter of
fact, the Mission Outreach Team (MOT) is calling it Love Your Neighbor Month (LYNM) as there will be various mission opportunities throughout the month of February in which you can participate. The opportunities will
range from passive activities such as donating money for the Souper Bowl of Caring or blood during the end of
the month Blood Drive to more active projects of making 100 Valentine goody bags for the DeGeorge residents
to delivering Breakfast Bags to Meals on Wheels clients. There will be ways for all ages to participate. Please
see page 15 for activities already scheduled and continue to read the Mission Outreach Opportunities page attached to the pastor’s weekly email to find out about future ways you can participate in Love Your Neighbor
Month.
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Dear WCPC family,
Happy New Year! It is good to leave ’20 behind, though, of course, we still have a ways to go before
things will be like they were or at least like we thought they were one year ago.
So much has changed. So much grief and loss. No need to go any further. All of us have been impacted and changed. All of us have lost something or someone.
But even though much has been lost, and some things have changed, much more has not been lost or
changed. God’s love and grace still abounds. Jesus Christ is still Emmanuel – God with us. The Holy Spirit
still unites us whether we are sitting in a sanctuary or sitting in our favorite chair at home.
The community of faith that is The Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church still continues to be
actively engaged in ministry and mission. Touching lives in this community that have been impacted by the
pandemic. Touching lives, maybe not always with our hands (unless gloved), but with our hearts and with our
Rev. Dr. David F.
prayers. Providing funding and volunteers so that organizations like Interfaith of the Woodlands, the InterJones
faith Community Clinic, Veggie Village, the Community Assistance Center, Family Promise, the Gathering
Place, Kids Meals, Love Fosters Hope, All Ears!, Montgomery County Food Bank, Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services, Kids
Meals, Blood Drive, etc. etc. etc. can continue their important work with needs greater than ever before. If you want to learn more
about any of these and a few others go to https://www.wcpc-tx.org/local-mission-projects/ And of course our outreach reaches around
the world to Peru and Zambia. Again, to learn more, go to https://www.wcpc-tx.org/world-missions/
Our Early Learning Program for children continues to provide the pre-school children who attend a welcoming environment
where they are “discovering God’s World.” While I don’t visit them in their classrooms I still get to watch them arrive and leave.
Such joy and laughter. A few tears sometimes because they have to go home! And having the children of All Ears! involved and on
campus. I’m filled with gratitude to God every time I see them. So, pleased that WCPC can be part of their journey and can come
alongside their parents. (Please know that ELP and All Ears! are following the protocol established by our Safety Team and approved
by the Session. We are doing everything possible to provide a safe environment for anyone on campus.)
Ministry continues with in person worship at 11:00 on Sundays with childcare now available. Our services are also streamed
live every Sunday on our website (wcpc-tx.org) and through our Facebook page or on our YouTube channel. If you missed a service
you can always tune in to the service later. I think the Holy Spirit can handle the time difference.
Sunday Schools for our children and youth (9:45 – 10:45 am) are in person also. During the week there are Zoom gatherings
for study and fellowship. Your Session, the Board of Deacons and the many teams that serve the Session and Deacons are meeting
virtually as well.
No, it’s not exactly what we were doing one year ago today but God is still at work. And of course, all I’ve done is provide
you with some of what the community of faith that is WCPC is doing. There is more. Please visit our website (wcpc-tx.org) for more
detailed information. But the more isn’t just what we are doing together but what so many of you are doing as the church shattered.
Many of you are donating your time, talent and energy to help relatives and neighbors. More than a few have shared with me how they
have come alongside of strangers helping them find lodging or food or medical care. Allowing the Christ to be seen and experienced
through your words and actions.
Sometimes I take a walk into the Fellowship Hall. I think about all the meals we’ve eaten there. Or I walk over to the Hendricks Building which is mostly quiet and empty. I think about the Sunday School classes that either I’ve attended or taught. All the
events held in 301. The Session meetings. The team meetings. Mostly quiet now. I miss it all. And most of all I miss seeing each of
you. I miss hugging you.
I’m looking forward to when this pandemic will be a memory and life will get back to “normal.” But whenever that happens
the lessons we have learned, the spiritual growth that we have experienced, will continue to open up even more opportunities for us to
be Christ to one another and to the world.
Your pastor,

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund was established to provide financial assistance to those in need who make
requests to the pastors of WCPC. Primarily it is used to assist non-members, but on occasion funds are used to
assist members with short-term needs. Individuals and families in the past have been helped with rent, utilities,
car repair, and prescriptions. A person requesting aid meets with one of our pastors. Their needs are assessed
and typically referrals are provided. As an example, if someone lives in the area supported by Interfaith of The
Woodlands they are encouraged to contact Interfaith. Your pastors have the discretion to assist those requesting
financial help if they believe the need is legitimate and other avenues of help have been explored and are either
not available or have been exhausted. If you would like to make a special contribution to this fund you are invited to prayerfully consider doing so. Please make certain that your check to WCPC notes that it is for the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund. If you would like more information, please don’t hesitate to contact either of our pastors.
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Dear Ones,

I don't often have the opportunity to write about some of my church-year nerdiness, but I absolutely love the less-familiar feast days of the Church. In the next two months, we have two of my favorites: Baptism of the Lord Sunday and Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday. On Baptism of the
Lord Sunday (1/10/21), we not only hear the Gospel text from Mark, recounting Jesus' baptism,
but we are also invited to reaffirm the promises we made or were made for us at our own baptisms.
On Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday (2/14/21), we hear the account of Jesus' transfiguration on
a high mountain place in the presence of some of his most beloved disciples and Moses and Elijah. One of the
things I love most about these Sundays and these texts are the words of claiming that God makes of Jesus. The
Spirit as a dove or a voice booming from the clouds declares, "You are my Son. This is my Son, the beloved. In
whom I am well pleased. Listen to him." These words of claiming are important to Jesus and to all those who hear
them. These words are important to us. Over the past year, our world has shown us some of the heights of human
kindness and some of the depths of human depravity. Into the midst of all this, I think we need to hear God's words
of claim on each of us, "You are my child, my beloved, in whom I am well pleased." I think that if we remind ourselves of these words we can live into our calling as God's beloved and live and work out the kind of grace, love,
and kindness that Christ modeled for us. I think if, when we look at another- particularly another with whom we
disagree, and recognize those same words of claim are for them too, we can find ways to work together to mend
some of the rifts, right some of the wrongs, work together for God's justice and mercy in this world. That is my
prayer for us and for our world this 2021.
I leave you with this blessing:
"Remember you are a beloved child of God, with whom God is well pleased."
Grace and Peace,

Stephen Ministry Is Your Ministry…
Are You Stressed? Discouraged? Feeling Down?
You don’t have to go through difficult times on your own. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to
provide you with confidential, one-to-one, Christian care and support to help you get through a
tough time. So don’t keep it all inside and struggle through this season. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care,
contact Rev Dr. David Jones djones@wcpc-tx.org or Rev. Laura Grice lgrice@wcpc-tx.org for information.
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WORSHIP SERVICE: SUNDAY MORNINGS: 8:30AM & 11:00AM
Pastor:
Rev. Dr. David F. Jones
Associate Pastor
Rev. Laura R. Grice
Pastor Emeritus:
Rev. Dr. Charles Hendricks
Parish Associate:
Rev. Warren Johnson

Music Ministries:
Jonathan Aigner, Director of Music
Sherry Hunter, Director, Bell Choirs
Dr. Dave Faber, Organist
Mission Outreach:
Michele Stelter, Facilitator
Children’s Ministries:
Susan Duncan, Director

CLASS OF 2022
Dan Brock
Denny Kryder
Bruce Ruisard
Sally Shu

Lynne Gregg
Tim Moore
Maddie Petrie

CLASS OF 2023
Mary Jo Chapman
Jim Holly
Debi McNaught
Mark Seefeldt

Doug Cordier
Louise Crider
Dianne Lundgren
Karen Morris

Andy Ward

TEAMS OF THE SESSION
Building and Grounds Dan Brock
Bruce Ruisard
Christian Enrichment:
Adults

Lynn Gregg, Chair

Children/Tween
Creation Care

Tim Moore, Chair

Evangelism Team

Mary Jo Chapman

Fellowship Team

Cinda Hitchcock

Finance Team

Andy Ward, Chair

Mission Outreach

Gary Chapman, Chair

Personnel Team

Todd Duncan,
Denny Kryder, Chair

Worship Team

Sally Shu, Chair

Youth Team

Debi McNaught, Chair
Maddie Petrie

Moderator

David Jones

Clerk of Session

Megan Hansen

dbrock1973@comcast.net

Our Missionaries
Paula Cooper, Zambia
Melissa Johnson, Zambia
Jose Luis Clare, Peru
Chenoa Stock, Peru
Our Seminarians
Naomi Daka

BOARD OF DEACONS
CLASS OF 2021
David Castro

SESSION MEMBERS
CLASS OF 2021
Todd Duncan

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45AM-10:45AM

Early Learning Program:
Cindy Mountain, Director
Chantal Porter, Administration
Administration:
Matthew Jensen
Financial Administrator
Shirley Barclay, Dir. of Com

CLASS OF 2022
Harry Adams
Becky Carlson
Leila Christoffel
Linda Conner
Susan Hollingsworth
Amy Spears
Neville Walker

CLASS OF 2023
Linda Allwood
Donna Frederick
Bonnie Graham
Nancy Hathaway
Maria Paz Pickens

BOARD OF DEACONS TEAM LEADERS

Dianne Lundgren diannelundgren31@gmail.com
Donna Frederick dbfrederick@earthlink.net
Bereavement Ministry
Tricia McDonald patriciamacdonald1210@gmail.com
Becky Carlson
carlson5@consolidated.net
lgregg1823@yahoo.com
Maria Paz Pickens m_maria_paz@hotmail.com
Card Ministry
Amy Spears
spears7800@gmail.com
tjmandcsm@sbcglobal.net
Bonnie Graham
blygraham@hotmail.com
maryjo.chapman5206@gmail.com
Cookie Ministry
Susan Hollingsworth schollingsworth@me.com
cchtx@att.net
Leila Christoffel
joeandleila@icloud.com
AndyNon7@gmail.com
Home Outreach Ministry Harry Adams
hadams1121@gmail.com
gary.chapman5206@gmail.com Hospital Ministry
Karen Morris
karen.mckibben@gmail.com
tmduncan173@gmail.com
Meals Ministry
Linda Conner
conner48@purdue.edu
dkryder@yahoo.com
Louise Crider
lcrider_houston1@comcast.net
sally.f.shu@gmail.com
New Member Ministry David Castro
dmc.davidcastro@gmail.com
Nancy Hathaway nancy.hathaway@yahoo.com
frmcali2tex@sbcglobal.net
Linda Allwood
allwood00@aol.com
Prayer Ministry
Louise Crider
lcrider_houston1@comcast.net
djones@wcpc-tx.org
Transportation
Ministry
Doug
Cordier
dcord@sbcglobal.net
megateer@gmail.com
Neville Walker
neville@futuretrends.us
Moderator
Louise Crider
lcrider_houston1@comcast.net
Co Moderator
Harry Adams
hadams1121@gmail.com
Baby Ministry

beruisard@comcast.net

WCPC PRAYER MINISTRY
Prayer is one of the greatest gifts God has given to us. At WCPC, we have the opportunity to participate in the prayer
ministry as well as request prayers in several different ways.

•

Members are asked to send prayer requests by email or comments on our worship livestream. Prayers for these
individuals are included during the worship services and are added to the Church Prayer List.

•

The Church Prayer List is available online (www.wcpc-tx.org). Prayer requests may be added to or removed from the
list by contacting Rev. Laura Grice in the church office (281-363-2040 ext. 2; lgrice@wcpc-tx.org ). Please obtain permission from the person prior to adding their name to the prayer list.
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WCPC Sings Tuesdays at 2pm

Join Jonathan Aigner, Kristen Campbell and others on Facebook Live every Tuesday at 2pm for WCPC Sings! It
will be broadcast on the Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church Facebook page (not the WCPC group). If
you cannot join us right on time, you can always watch the recording later. We are happy to take hymn requests
from the Glory to God Hymnal, the blue 1990 Presbyterian Hymnal, or The Hymnbook (the red 1955 hymnal).
Either leave your requests in the comments, or email them to jaigner@wcpc-tx.org.
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Adult Class & Study Opportunities
Sunday Morning 9:30—10:45 am

Monday

Texts in Context (Lectionary Class)

Women’s Bible Study
9:30-11:30 am

led by Bob Campbell

In this class, we dig more deeply into the day’s Revised
Common Lectionary readings so that we can increase
our understanding, enhance our worship experience
and equip ourselves and each other to apply these biblical lessons in our daily lives. To get the Zoom invitation
and materials each week, contact Bob Campbell,
Connecting Through the Bible
led by Sue Watkins, Neville Walker and Dave Watkins

The Connecting through the Bible Class is studying 1 &
2 Kings using the InterVarsity Life Guide Old Testament series. To get the Zoom invitation, contact Dave Watkins
First Place 4 Health
led by Patty Ahern

led by class members

This group will be studying the book of Mark. Contact
Laura Grice for more information, materials and a Zoom
invitation.

Tuesday
Presbyterian Women Morning Circle
First Tuesdays, 10:00 am
This group is using the Horizons Bible Study Into The
Light: Finding Hope in Prayers of Lament by Lynn Miller.
This study encourages participants to do just that, find
hope in God even as we lament. For more information
or a Zoom invitation, please contact Jane Chesney.

This group seeks to live healthy lives physically and
spiritually, and support one another in this endeavor.
The First Place 4 Health class is using Let. It. Go: How to
Stop Running the Show and Start Walking in Faith. by Karen
Ehman. Contact Mary Jo Chapman for more information and a Zoom invitation.

Wednesday

The Church has a Zoom account,
and would be happy to help your
class meet. Please Contact Laura
Grice for more information.

Wednesday Morning Study Group
10:00-11:30 am

Wed. Morning Men’s Study Group
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 am
led by Rev. Dr. David Jones

The focus of the study is the text for the upcoming sermon our pastor will be delivering. Contact David Jones
for a Zoom invitation.

contact Sylvia Campbell

This group is using The Great Courses study– Introduction to the Qu’ran, by Dr. Martyn Oliver. Contact Sylvia
Campbell for information and a Zoom invitation.
Wed. Evening Men’s Study Group
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 pm

ZOOM FELLOWSHIP HOUR
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Miss coffee and doughnuts following worship?
Join us for Zoom Fellowship Hour immediately
following worship on Communion Sundays (1st
Sunday of the month). We will gather on Zoom
for a chance to "see" each other and enjoy time in
fellowship together even while we are apart. Laura
will send the Zoom link in her email the week of
each gathering. If you do not receive her email,
please contact her to be added to the list at
lgrice@wcpc-tx.org. If you would like the instructions for connecting by phone, please call at 281363-2040 x2.

led by Rev. Dr. David Jones

The focus of the study is the text for the upcoming sermon our pastor will be delivering. Contact David Jones
for a Zoom invitation.

Thursday
Circle of Blessings - Women’s Circle
2nd Thursdays, 7:00 pm
This group is also using the Horizons Bible Study Into
The Light: Finding Hope in Prayers of Lament by Lynn Miller.
Contact Debra Martinez for information and a Zoom
invitation.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS – 2020
Our annual Bless Friday event after Thanksgiving to do clean up around the church went really well despite rain and a pandemic. It was great to see smiling faces and get some good
things done around the campus.
-The Alternative Market and Angel Tree also went really well in their inaugural online format.
Thank you!
-The Youth Group hosted a Christmas-themed December Gathering Place drive-through
event, followed by their own Christmas party, and the whole day was fun and meaningful.
Thanks to everyone who came out!
-In a difficult year, it was noted that WCPC has continued to engage in ministry - within the
congregation, in our local community, and alongside our mission partners - in meaningful
and creative ways. Some churches have struggled with this, and WCPC has been able to
re-focus our energy and ministry in helpful ways rather than getting stuck. Our staff and
members have worked together to do incredible things despite the challenges. Thank you.

ELP is officially back in full swing from our Christmas break and things (and children) are hopping! The children are so eager and excited to
come back to preschool to be with and play with
their friends and teachers. This time in their lives
goes by so fast, and it is so important for young children to have these opportunities to experience
relationships and hands-on learning as much as possible! Young children use all of their senses to
explore and develop, but as you know they use their hands most of all in the earliest days. This is
one of the many reasons we are proud and passionate about what we do each day at ELP. Our
staff’s commitment to offering exactly what the children need is truly remarkable; this school year is
even more exceptional! Our staff is shining and exemplifies resiliency through the obstacles we have
faced together with the pandemic. We are so happy to be here! Did you know that ELP is on its 29th
year together? What is most exceptional about ELP is the sense of family and connections everyone
feels here. Whether you are a parent, child or staff member, you are loved to the fullest here! The
experiments, lessons, toys, and materials may be forgotten someday as the children grow into adulthood, but we know that the feeling of love and joy from ELP is never forgotten! We hear this from our
2nd generation parents and many grandparents too! We have staff that has been here all 29 years,
and we have a little joke that you never really can leave ELP! We are family here and we share a
love and passion for Jesus and for sharing Jesus’ love to the most precious gift He has given us!
This month we began with an Epiphany chapel, where the children followed the stars to find baby
Jesus lying in the manager. Gifts were offered and we celebrated together! Our classes are beautiful
and filled with Winter Wonders and an assortment of sensory-based play opportunities! What fun!
Thank you WCPC for having this precious ministry! The Joy is overflowing and the experiences here
are absolutely priceless.
Cindy
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

1

4

3

5

6

7

Sunday school
9:30-10:45 am,
worship online
and in person at
11:00 am
Sunday school 10
9:30-10:45 am,
worship online
and in person at
11:00 am

17

Sunday school
9:30-10:45 am,
worship online
and in person at
11:00 am

24

Sunday school
9:30-10:45 am,
worship online
and in person
at 11:00 am

8
Tweens Fellowship details TBA
by email

11

9

Parent Night Out
5-8 pm Snow fun!
Reservations with
sduncan@wcpctx.org

12

13

14

15

16

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

Mom’s Mtg
9-11:30 in 200
childcare by rsvp
only room 307

18

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

25

Mom’s Mtg 911:30 in 200
childcare by rsvp
only room 307

Sunday
school 9:3010:45 am,
worship online
and in person
at 11:00 am

Children’s Sunday School 9:30-10:50 drop off and pick up in CE building rooms
106 & 205.
Childcare for worship and under 3 Sunday school in Hendricks Ed. Building
rooms 307-309.
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January Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School
Preschool K-2nd Rotations on the Wisemen and the 12
Disciples.
3rd-6th Unit 7 Jesus’ Ministry

Nursery News

Godly Play classes on Sunday
mornings will be hearing the stories
on Epiphany and the 12 Disciples.

Monday children’s nurseries will
be experiencing winter fun and
crafts even if the weather
doesn’t cooperate!

February Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School
Preschool K-2nd Rotations on Corinthians 13 and Jesus Teaches.
3rd-6th Unit 7 Jesus The Savior

Godly Play classes on Sunday
mornings will be hearing the stories of the Journey of Jesus to
Jerusalem.

Love Your Neighbor Day
is becoming a month
of service options in
February. Watch future
publications for more
information and see
page 15 for current
news.

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement: To nurture all to experience the
unique joy of being a “child” of God.
… You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you
today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
rise. Bind them as a sign to your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorpost of your house and on your
gates.
Deuteronomy 6:4-8
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

Activities all month

7

Sunday school
9:30-10:45 am,
worship online and
in person at 11:00
CM mtg 2 pm

14
Sunday
school 9:3010:45 am,
worship online and
in person at 11:00

WEDNESDAY

3

2

THURSDAY

4

Mom’s 9-12
in 200, childcare in HEB
307

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
5

6

Tweens Fellowship details TBA
by email

8

9

10

11

12

13

17

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

Mom’s 9-12 in
200, childcare
in HEB 307

15

16 Ash Wed
Service 7 pm

22
21
1st Sunday of Lent
Mom’s 9-12 in
Sunday school
200, childcare in
9:30-10:45 am,
HEB 307
worship online and
in person at 11:00

23

28
Sunday school 9:30
-10:45 am, worship
online and in person at 11:00 am

Children’s Sunday School 9:30-10:45 drop off and pick up in CE building
rooms 205 and 106.
Childcare for worship and under 3 Sunday school in Charles Hendricks
Ed. Building rooms 307-309.

11

Because God’s love knows no bounds, the Mission Outreach Team encourages the congregation of WCPC to be a servant people, witnessing to the light of Christ through actions and words so that the world might know the grace, peace, and love of God.
WCPC has a long history of mission outreach and we do not have to look very far to find people who are in
need of our love and care especially during the current COVID-19 pandemic. Now more than ever, it is important to share God’s love, grace and mercy to our neighbors, whether across the street, across town, across
the country, or across the ocean. That is because God’s love knows no boundaries.
MOT will meet via Zoom at 7pm on Tuesdays, January 5th and February 2nd. These are the perfect
meetings to attend if you want to hear how we engage with our mission outreach partners as well as want to
help set the 2021 Benevolence Budget. In January, we will review 2020 activities with our mission outreach
partners and then in February we will determine how to disperse our 2021 Benevolence monies. Come be a
part of our team! All are invited to join MOT meetings. For more information about how to join the MOT
meetings, please contact Gary Chapman, Committee Chairperson, at gary.chapman5206@gmail.com.

Due to the pandemic, the Mission Outreach Team (MOT) had to move the Alternative Market online! This meant
that there were very few actual items to buy as only greenery offered by the WCPC chartered Cub Scout Pack 1774
and notecards made by the students of All Ears! were available for purchase. However, there were many more opportunities to make a donation in someone’s honor as an “alternative” to the traditional Christmas present. The
online market also provided shoppers with the chance to read more in depth about the organizations highlighted.
The Alternative Market is truly about purchasing gifts that give more than once as all proceeds go directly to the
mission outreach partners represented. Thanks to the generosity of our online shoppers, a total of $9,300 was distributed to these organizations.

We received a note from Laura Joy,
Development Officer for Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services
(PCHAS), thanking us for all the
kind and generous gifts given to children in their Foster & Adoption Care
and Family Services programs. Through our Angel
Tree program, WCPC provided Christmas presents
for 42 children, which PCHAS estimated to be
worth around $3,500. In addition, WCPC provided
10 gifts for Interfaith’s Senior Giving Program,
which totaled just under $300.
Thanks to everyone who participated in our Angel
Tree program. You provided joy to many children
and seniors during the holidays.

Lynda Greene, Community Director at the
DeGeorge, sent us an email saying that Mr. Gilliam,
the WWII vet who turned 95 on Dec. 10th, was very
pleased with the birthday basket WCPC gave him.
He especially liked some of the birthday cards in the
basket and was looking forward to using the Pappas
Bar-B-Q gift card. Lynda went on to say that gestures such as this help the residents know that they
are not forgotten.
Thanks to all who brought a big smile to Mr.
Gilliam’s face on his birthday!
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It has been an unusual year for Meals on Wheels Montgomery County (MOWMC) just
like many other non-profits, businesses, and individuals! The employees had to figure
out how to continue to provide services without the use of volunteers who make the
personal contact with their clients – this was managed by employees thru July. Then
volunteers were invited back, but many were reluctant to return being elderly themselves, so the numbers did not return to normal (+350/week) until September.
MOWMC has a successful track record of nourishing local seniors, and the need is evident with a waitlist that
continues to grow related to our aging community and the needs brought on by changes in the economy. Today,
they rely on support from hundreds of volunteers, thousands of donors, and dozens of businesses to serve over
758 seniors daily and meet the needs of our most vulnerable neighbors. This is an increase of over 100 clients.
Looking year over year, 2020 saw an increase of 37,167 Home Delivered Meals, a 26% increase! The number
of congregate meals served decreased to 33,004, lower by 8%, with the closing of the congregate centers and the
switch to drive-by congregate. Also, the number of transportation trips decreased by almost 5,000, since it was
necessary to transport medical clients (most require dialysis) one client at a time with cleansing between each trip.
The Woodlands Community Presbyterian church has been assisting MOMWC by providing Breakfast Bags and
bottles of Ensure/Glucerna every month. For the year, WCPC provided 2,010 Breakfast Bags and 584 bottles of
Ensure/Glucerna, along with bags of AniMeals. This is a huge savings to MOWMC, not only in cost, but in time
required to package the Breakfast Bags.
One amazing result of the coronavirus was the community support that was directed toward MOWMC. The
organization is poised for continued growth. What with the move into their new location at 111 South 2 nd Street
in Conroe (the renovated former Food Bank building), their operations are together in one location for the first time
in their history. They’ve been able to switch all clients to in-house made meals, which not only cost less, but also
provide more nutrients and taste better. The organization is working on a revised 5-year plan to determine how
they can best meet the needs of our growing number of seniors, continue to engage our community, and be a fiscally responsible organization. To learn more about MOWMC, please refer to their website at www.MOWMC.org.
2020 has provided all of us with a unique set of challenges, setbacks and even
heartaches. Through this time of uncertainty, we at the Community Assistance
Center (CAC) have adapted in order to continue our efforts to help our Montgomery County neighbors in need. Through the support and generosity of our
community, we were able to help our neighbors so that they had food in their
pantries, roofs over their heads, heat, light and running water.

CAC Service Numbers
January through November 2020
3,547,720 pounds of food were distributed to 32,252 friends in need
1,905 families received assistance with housing (rent/mortgage/deposits/shelter)

1,818 households received utility assistance
50,078 total services were provided

Just before Christmas, we had a holiday distribution of food and cozy
Christmas bags, which contained hot cocoa, marshmallows, family
games, blankets, Christmas goodies and other miscellaneous cozy items.

**In 2020, WCPC provided CAC with approximately 700 pounds of groceries and over 50 handknit scarves for
their cozy Christmas bags, paid for the food distributed to over 200 families at one of their food markets and
sent them a total of $5,000 throughout the year for their various assistance programs.
Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12

We have been busy since the first of April. From the start of the pandemic to mid-December,
44,772 lunches were distributed to help feed the older kids at home, who would normally receive a
free lunch at school. We also started distributing food received from the Montgomery County Food
Bank (MCFB) to the community on a weekly basis. With the 94,828 lbs. of food from MCFB, we
were able to serve 3319 families that either came to our drive-thru grocery giveaways or were on our
delivery route. The number of children served by our drive-thru grocery distribution alone was 5203!
The community has helped us tremendously in 2020. WCPC provided roughly 4,800 lunches and $ 7,200. In
addition, a few WCPC members have volunteered their time when and wherever needed. Silver Springs Baptist
Church in Magnolia has also been a big help to us as they have provided storage & working space, funds for some
of the food we received from MCFB as well as many volunteer hours organizing and distributing food for our giveaways. UBS Financial located in Hughes Landing packed several hundred lunches and through their employee/
employer match program surprised us with a $12,451 check. HEB has been very generous to us. They started first
by donating water bottles for us to hand out to the kids followed by food items for the lunches and $10,000. During
the holidays, HEB provided turkeys for all of our families and gift
bags in lieu of stockings for all the Kids Meals kids! An amazing
group of students from John Cooper called the Student Community
Ambassadors packed 500 lunches, donated 10 beautiful, warm blankets, 75 filled backpacks, and 200 hygiene kits that were put into
each child’s gift bag. And finally, we were able to find people in the
community to fully sponsor Christmas, from food to presents, for 34
of our families that have been out of work since the start of the pandemic.
Christmas Gift Bags for Kids’ Meals Kids
Our organization has also been recognized by the community at large
as we recently received a $4,600 grant from the Montgomery County Community Foundation and a Peace Building
award given by the Dispute Resolution Center, which is a legal mediation company located in downtown Conroe.
We started out 2020 serving 2,400 lunches a month. During the height of the lockdown, we were distributing
7,000 lunches per month, but once school started the demand dropped to 4,400 lunches per month. We hope to be
able to expand the number of preschoolers we can serve in 2021!
WCPC has committed to providing at least 400 lunches to Kids’ Meals on a monthly basis in 2021. There are several ways you can help WCPC with this commitment. You can provide food (see article on page 15), decorate
bags, pack lunches or deliver lunches. Please contact Michele Stelter at mstelter@wcpc-tx.org if you would like to
help.
HEAR’s to 2021! As we closed the extremely challenging year of 2020, take heart in
knowing WCPC’s support of All Ears! programs kept us not only moving forward, but
also growing. When forced to cancel our largest fundraiser last spring, it was hard to
imagine All Ears! surviving through the summer and opening classes in September.
Thanks to the diligent work of WCPC’s Safety and Buildings/Grounds Committees,
we were able to provide therapy through the summer and open classes to 24 families in September. We were
blessed to receive a Social Justice grant from Presbytery of New Covenant, a donation from the Mission Outreach
Team’s 10% of Schoger Bequest fund allowing us to establish the Schoger Family Endowment for babies, and a
grant from Montgomery County Community Foundation. These gifts and the generosity of our loyal and stalwart
donors helped us end 2020 serving 30 families, the most ever.
Thanks to Be An Angel Foundation, we purchased equipment for remote audiology, which will allow us to
facilitate audiology appointments for our kids. Specifically, our kids can attend an appointment in All Ears!’
office, while their audiologist is located elsewhere. This means our families won’t have to travel to Houston
or elsewhere for audiology.
Allowing us to operate on WCPC’s beautiful campus means we impact families monthly through parent education
programs, professional outreach and community awareness campaigns, and provide transition assistance to graduates who are successfully enrolled in elementary school programs. Remarkably and thanks to WCPC, All Ears!
has grown from 6 to 30 children in 6 years. The impact is life-changing, allowing each child the opportunity to
reach full potential, just like his or her hearing peers. Teaching deaf children how to listen and speak through
early intervention leads to optimal development of spoken language, literacy and social skills necessary for mainstream education, career opportunities and lifelong independence. Our mission wouldn’t be possible without
WCPC. On behalf of All Ears! staff and our board of directors, thank you. WCPC’s support means the world
to our children.
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Monile Mose Mphingo or Greetings church from Atlanta, Georgia! In March of this year, Charles and I evacuated
from Zambia and now we are in Atlanta until the world is safe again to travel. We thought that would be in just a
couple of months, but as we all now know – no one really knows when that is going to be. I am hopeful for a vaccine and that the pandemic will subside soon so that we can return to Zambia where I serve in partnership with the
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian Synod of Zambia or CCAP as their Health Education Programs Facilitator for
the CCAP Zambia Health Department.
Even before PC(USA) began the current Matthew 25 initiative, CCAP Zambia followed Matthew 25 and believes in
a holistic ministry that serves the entire body – not just the spirit. They have programs to improve the lives of Zambians through education, agriculture, community development and health. So far, during my time in Zambia, the
Health Department has improved the infrastructure at its two existing clinics in Egichikeni and Ndaiwala. The
Health Department is currently in the process of building a new rural health center in the community of Phalaza.
Right now the closest health care facility is over 7 miles away, but that center does not provide maternity services.
Women must travel almost 10 miles by foot, bicycle or ox cart for a safe delivery of their babies. Before the borehole, or deep well, was drilled last year, the women and children had to walk close to 3 miles to reach a safe, clean
water source.
As the Health Education Programs Facilitator, I have assisted the Health Department to create and facilitate education programs. One of these programs included a malaria reduction program. While malaria mortality has drastically decreased in Zambia over the past decade, the country saw over 2.5 million cases and nearly 8,000 deaths in
2019. Children under 5 and pregnant women are the most vulnerable.
The Health Department also has a program to help reduce poverty by keeping girls in school and preventing early
marriage and pregnancies through education about feminine hygiene and reproductive health and the free distribution of washable, reusable feminine hygiene kits in conjunction with Days for Girls International. They are also
selling the kits to women in the community to help the program to become sustainable.
Another program works to reduce the very high rate of cervical cancer in Zambia (they are number 2 in the world).
They are doing this through education on prevention and by providing opportunities for screening and early treatment. This program has been funded by the Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering Grant.
Thanks to a grant from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Health Department was able to provide Coronavirus
prevention education and distribution of hand washing stations, soap, gloves and face masks to the staff at the three
rural health centers and to over 500 of the most vulnerable families in the 15 presbyteries of CCAP all across Zambia.
One of the most uplifting things about my service is being connected with congregations like yours that recognize
God’s mission in the world. I hope we can stay connected and that you will keep my friends in Zambia in your
prayers. And please, pray for me during this uncertain time, as I will be praying for you. Taonga chomene (thank
you very much!)

I am happy to inform you that the journey I started in 2017 as a bachelor of theology student
came to an end on the 11th December, 2020. Therefore I would love to take this opportunity to
thank you for sponsoring me and for being there for me in all aspects of life. Through your support I have been able to have a smooth academic journey though challenges have been there but
you always provided for me.
From Justo Mwale University, I am going to be a parish minister for Kabwata congregation,
which is based in Lusaka and at the same time I am the National Youth Coordinator.
Congratulations
Naomi!

And now that I am done with my bachelors by the Grace of God, I would like to pursue a
masters in theology.
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WCPC Blood Drive
Sunday, February 28th
8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Donor Coach

Since 1990, youth groups all over the U.S.
have collected food and money to fight
hunger and poverty in their own communities around Super Bowl Sunday. The
youth will be doing their part by collecting money during
Love Your Neighbor Month for the Kids’ Meals Expansion
Route in Montgomery County. You can give by using this
quick link:
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=110917&f=1&a=0.00

or by mailing your check made payable to WCPC to 4881 W.
Panther Creek Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77381. Please mark
your donation Souper Bowl of Caring.

Please know that when you donate blood, it is
not a trivial act. It is an act of love for your
fellow man.
Sign up online:

We are collecting clean,
plastic fruit and vegetable
containers to use for harvesting. Please put containers in the specially
marked bin on the coffee
bar in the Fellowship Hall
narthex.

https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/324927

Blood Donation Saves Lives!

As part of Love Your Neighbor Month, we will help our brothers and sisters in Mexico by
taking orders for Just Coffee. You may order one-pound bags of ground or whole bean Arabica, Robusta, 50/50 Arabica/Robusta or Decaf beginning Monday, February 1st. Each bag
sells for $10. Please place your order by Sunday, February 14th by emailing or calling Leila Christoffel at leilaandjoe@icloud.com or 936-271-1028. Café Justo (Just Coffee) is a
Grower owned Coffee Cooperative based in southern Chiapas Mexico, formed to address
poverty and migration from Mexico to the U.S.A.

Kids’ Meals Lunch Bags:
snack size packets of peanut butter or cheese crackers
applesauce squeeze pouches & snack size raisin boxes
soft, chewy granola bars without nuts

Meals on Wheels Breakfast Bags:
individual packets of instant oatmeal
cereal bars (Nutri-Grain bars)
Ensure or Glucerna (vanilla, chocolate or strawberry)

Community Assistance Center Food Pantry:
rice and pasta
peanut butter

Please put donations in specially marked bins on coffee bar in Fellowship Hall narthex .
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Youth Group Updates and Information
*Please note that all Youth Group activities and plans are subject ot change due to covid restrictions
and updates. Zoom links and weekly updates on Youth Group activities are available through our
youth family emails and texts. If you are not already receiving emails for youth families, please let
Shirley Barclay (sbarclay@wcpc-tx.org) or Debi McNaught (frmcali2tex@sbcglobal.net) know, and we
will get you added to the list. If you are not yet receiving texts about youth activities, please follow the
instructions regarding REMIND on page 16 or let Shirley know if you have questions.

Youth Group “Winter Olympics”
Sunday, February 7, 2021

Meet at 1:30 at the Firepit for fun!
Watch GroupMe and remind texts for details and reminders!

Happy New
Year 2021
Keep a look out on GroupMe and Remind texts for updates on upcoming events.
Save the Dates
March 7 — “Smash It Up” details tba
April 9-11 Conclaves
May 16 — Senior Sunday

Youth Group

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 pm

Join us weekly,
in-person for our,
masked, sociallydistanced, outdoor
gatherings
(weather permitting)
on Wednesday from
6:00-7:30pm.
Come play 9square
with us!

Scholarships/financial assistance available. We want everyone to participate and don ’t want finances to be a barrier.
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Life of the Church: Articles due preceding Tuesday by noon.
Newsletter: Articles due February 15 for the March/April 2020 newsletter.
Website: Information due Monday at noon . Send to communications@wcpc-tx.org.
Ways to stay connected!
Find all of this information online on our website at www.wcpc-tx.org
Download the WCPC App! First you must download the ShareFaith App then follow the
below directions to find WCPC. This app will have Sermons, Peazy’s Blog, Newsletter
and more!

Find us on Instagram by searching for WCPC1981 or enter the address below
https://www.instagram.com/wcpc1981/
Find us on Facebook by searching for Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church or enter the address below
https://www.facebook.com/wcpcWoodlandsCommunityPresbyterianChurch/
Find the Church Life App under the GIVING tab on our website which tells the steps. This app will have the
church directory
which has the most
updated contact information available.
This app is also a
wonderful way to
update your address,
phone number and
picture. Here is the
link to the page:
http://www.wcpctx.org/church-lifeapp-2/

Please feel free to
contact the church
office for help or
with any questions!
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