The Good News Herald
The Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church
4881 W. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381
281-363-2040
www.wcpc-tx.org
“An Inclusive Church Family: Loving, Sharing, and Serving Christ.”

Nov/Dec
2020

Please enjoy this November/December newsletter. Because things are ever changing due to the pandemic
we will have a Christmas edition in December with a schedule of events for the advent season.

Stewardship 2021
Commitment Sunday is November 22nd, 2020
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Dear WCPC family,
Its been so good to have voices respond in worship on Sunday in the sanctuary as I say,
“Peace be with you!” And hear back “And with you as well.” Its also good that with our
worship service streamed on our website and on youtube those members and friends who
are not ready yet to return to in person worship can still be part of the worship life of
WCPC.
In November typically our focus is on Stewardship. It will be that again this November. The theme is “Let Our Light Shine!” Always an appropriate theme and even
more so as our country and world continue to struggle with the pandemic and the consequences that we will be dealing with in ’21 and beyond.
Rev. Dr. David F.
As part of this year’s focus each Sunday in November you will have the opportunity
Jones
to hear from a member of Session and several members of your Finance Team as they share
“Why I give.” I believe their short messages will encourage you and maybe you will want to share your answer.
If you do just let me know.
On Sunday, November 1st, All Saints Day, we will recognize the saints of WCPC who have entered into
God’s eternal kingdom since our last observance. Remembering them, and the difference they made, not just in
the life of WCPC but in so many other ways and remembering their families in prayer, is our statement of faith
that “In life and in death we belong to God.”
Let me take this opportunity to let you know that your Session has approved hanging a framed picture of
Rev. Gene Price in the narthex of the sanctuary with the dates of her ministry as the Associate Pastor of WCPC
and this passage of Scripture: "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." (Psalms 116:15)
The picture of Gene in the Prayer Garden will be a reminder in the years ahead of her faithful ministry to the
family of WCPC.
As most of you are probably already aware, we are reopening our campus incrementally with protocol that
has been adopted by your Session. The Early Learning Program as well as All Ears! have been meeting since
September. In person worship began with our 11:00 service on October 11th. Children through Youth Sunday
School is now in person on Sundays. The Korean Fellowship will begin their Sunday afternoon worship on
November 1st in the Fellowship Hall. The AA group is also returning to our campus on Monday and Wednesday
evenings in the Hendricks building. As conditions improve the Safety Team hopes that more and more in person
gatherings can occur though always the first priority will be the safety of all those attending.
We will continue to Zoom our adult Sunday School classes as well as weekday studies. The Session and
the Board of Deacons and their teams are also continuing to meet on Zoom.
I know all of us long for a return to what gatherings were like before the pandemic. That will continue to
be our prayer but in the meantime, how ever long that lasts, WCPC will continue to remain faithful to our calling
to one another, this community and beyond as we “Let Our Light Shine!”
Your pastor,

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund was established to provide financial assistance to those in need who make
requests to the pastors of WCPC. Primarily it is used to assist non-members, but on occasion funds are used to
assist members with short-term needs. Individuals and families in the past have been helped with rent, utilities,
car repair, and prescriptions. A person requesting aid meets with one of our pastors. Their needs are assessed
and typically referrals are provided. As an example, if someone lives in the area supported by Interfaith of The
Woodlands they are encouraged to contact Interfaith. Your pastors have the discretion to assist those requesting
financial help if they believe the need is legitimate and other avenues of help have been explored and are either
not available or have been exhausted. If you would like to make a special contribution to this fund you are invited to prayerfully consider doing so. Please make certain that your check to WCPC notes that it is for the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund. If you would like more information, please don’t hesitate to contact either of our pastors.
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Dear Ones,
This November 1st we will celebrate All Saint’s Day, and remember the beloved saints of WCPC
that we have lost since last year. Since we gathered for worship and to remember the saints in
2019, so much has changed in the world and in the church. This year we are grieving 14 members
of the WCPC community who have completed their baptismal promises and entered into the joy of
God. I am sure you grieve with David and me and the families of these dear people. I know that
many of you are also grieving loved ones, family and friends, who are not part of the WCPC community who have also died. I’m grieving both my Grice grandparents. As I’ve heard David say at
memorial services (I’m paraphrasing), “while grief is hard it is also a reminder that we have
loved.” And yet, All Saint’s Day is about more than this. While we grieve and while we give
thanks for those we have lost, we also pray that we too may be counted among the saints, the faithful, who are living toward the gracious reign of God.
Speaking of saints, dear saints I have missed you. For months I have missed seeing all your faces in worship.
As we resume in person worship, it is good to see the top halves of some of your faces. I look forward to the time
when it will be and feel safe for more of you to join us in person, but I am glad that you still worship with us online.
(Keep participating in the comments section. We love reading your greetings, conversations, and prayer requests.)
While it is nice to see you, it makes me mindful of those faces I will not see again. During our season of virtual
worship I have been able to imagine these saints and some of you still in your regular pews. On All Saints Sunday
as we read their names and lift them in prayers of thanksgiving, once again I will imagine them in their “spots” as
we give thanks to God for them.
This year we have lost many of our saints, however I imagine that many of you all are also grieving other
losses made more evident by COVID: lost loved ones, lost jobs, lost travel, lost connection with family far away,
etc. To that end, I am exploring ways for us to have our Advent service of Healing and Remembrance. So often
those most in need of this service are also those who are most vulnerable to the virus. This year I am certain that this
service will look different, but look for more information about what we are able to come up with. Until then, please
read your prayer list and keep these beloved saints in your prayers.

Grace and peace,
Laura

ZOOM FELLOWSHIP HOUR
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Miss coffee and doughnuts following worship? Join us for Zoom Fellowship Hour immediately following
worship on Communion Sundays (1st Sunday of the month). We will gather on Zoom for a chance to "see"
each other and enjoy time in fellowship together even while we are apart. Laura will send the Zoom link in her
email the week of each gathering. If you do not receive her email, please contact her to be added to the list at
lgrice@wcpc-tx.org. If you would like the instructions for connecting by phone, please call at 281-363-2040 x2.

Stephen Ministry Is Your Ministry…
Are You Stressed? Discouraged? Feeling Down?
You don’t have to go through difficult times on your own. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to
provide you with confidential, one-to-one, Christian care and support to help you get through a
tough time. So don’t keep it all inside and struggle through this season. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care,
contact Rev Dr. David Jones djones@wcpc-tx.org or Rev. Laura Grice lgrice@wcpc-tx.org for information.
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WORSHIP SERVICE: SUNDAY MORNINGS: 8:30AM & 11:00AM
Pastor:
Rev. Dr. David F. Jones
Associate Pastor
Rev. Laura R. Grice
Pastor Emeritus:
Rev. Dr. Charles Hendricks
Parish Associate:
Rev. Warren Johnson

Music Ministries:
Jonathan Aigner, Director of Music
Sherry Hunter, Director, Bell Choirs
Dr. Dave Faber, Organist
Mission Outreach:
Michele Stelter, Facilitator
Children’s Ministries:
Susan Duncan, Director

CLASS OF 2022
Dan Brock
Denny Kryder
Bruce Ruisard
Sally Shu

Lynne Gregg
Tim Moore
Maddie Petrie

CLASS OF 2023
Mary Jo Chapman
Jim Holly
Debi McNaught
Mark Seefeldt

Doug Cordier
Louise Crider
Dianne Lundgren
Karen Morris

Andy Ward

TEAMS OF THE SESSION
Building and Grounds Dan Brock
Bruce Ruisard
Christian Enrichment:
Adults

Lynn Gregg, Chair

Children/Tween
Creation Care

Tim Moore, Chair

Evangelism Team

Mary Jo Chapman

Fellowship Team

Cinda Hitchcock

Finance Team

Andy Ward, Chair

Mission Outreach

Gary Chapman, Chair

Personnel Team

Todd Duncan,
Denny Kryder, Chair

Worship Team

Sally Shu, Chair

Youth Team

Debi McNaught, Chair
Maddie Petrie

Moderator

David Jones

Clerk of Session

Megan Hansen

dbrock1973@comcast.net

Our Missionaries
Paula Cooper, Zambia
Charles & Melissa Johnson, Zambia
Jose Luis Clare, Peru
Chenoa Stock, Peru
Our Seminarians
Naomi Daka

BOARD OF DEACONS
CLASS OF 2021
David Castro

SESSION MEMBERS
CLASS OF 2021
Todd Duncan

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45AM-10:45AM

Early Learning Program:
Cindy Mountain, Director
Chantal Porter, Administration
Administration:
Matthew Jensen
Financial Administrator
Shirley Barclay, Dir. of Com

CLASS OF 2022
Harry Adams
Becky Carlson
Leila Christoffel
Linda Conner
Susan Hollingsworth
Amy Spears
Neville Walker

CLASS OF 2023
Linda Allwood
Donna Frederick
Bonnie Graham
Nancy Hathaway
Maria Paz Pickens

BOARD OF DEACONS TEAM LEADERS

Dianne Lundgren diannelundgren31@gmail.com
Donna Frederick dbfrederick@earthlink.net
Bereavement Ministry
Tricia McDonald patriciamacdonald1210@gmail.com
Becky Carlson
carlson5@consolidated.net
lgregg1823@yahoo.com
Maria Paz Pickens m_maria_paz@hotmail.com
Card Ministry
Amy Spears
spears7800@gmail.com
tjmandcsm@sbcglobal.net
Bonnie Graham
blygraham@hotmail.com
maryjo.chapman5206@gmail.com
Cookie Ministry
Susan Hollingsworth schollingsworth@me.com
cchtx@att.net
Leila Christoffel
joeandleila@icloud.com
AndyNon7@gmail.com
Home Outreach Ministry Harry Adams
hadams1121@gmail.com
gary.chapman5206@gmail.com Hospital Ministry
Karen Morris
karen.mckibben@gmail.com
tmduncan173@gmail.com
Meals Ministry
Linda Conner
conner48@purdue.edu
dkryder@yahoo.com
Louise Crider
lcrider_houston1@comcast.net
sally.f.shu@gmail.com
New Member Ministry David Castro
dmc.davidcastro@gmail.com
Nancy Hathaway nancy.hathaway@yahoo.com
frmcali2tex@sbcglobal.net
Linda Allwood
allwood00@aol.com
Prayer Ministry
Louise Crider
lcrider_houston1@comcast.net
djones@wcpc-tx.org
Transportation
Ministry
Doug
Cordier
dcord@sbcglobal.net
megateer@gmail.com
Neville Walker
neville@futuretrends.us
Moderator
Louise Crider
lcrider_houston1@comcast.net
Co Moderator
Harry Adams
hadams1121@gmail.com
Baby Ministry

beruisard@comcast.net

WCPC PRAYER MINISTRY
Prayer is one of the greatest gifts God has given to us. At WCPC, we have the opportunity to participate in the prayer
ministry as well as request prayers in several different ways.

•

Members are asked to send prayer requests by email or comments on our worship livestream. Prayers for these
individuals are included during the worship services and are added to the Church Prayer List.

•

The Church Prayer List is available online (www.wcpc-tx.org). Prayer requests may be added to or removed from the
list by contacting Rev. Laura Grice in the church office (281-363-2040 ext. 2; lgrice@wcpc-tx.org ). Please obtain permission from the person prior to adding their name to the prayer list.
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WCPC Sings Tuesdays at 2pm

Join Jonathan Aigner, Kristen Campbell and others on
Facebook Live every Tuesday at 2pm for WCPC Sings!
It will be broadcast on the Woodlands Community
Presbyterian Church Facebook page (not the WCPC
group). If you cannot join us right on time, you can
always watch the recording later. We are happy to
take hymn requests from the Glory to God Hymnal,
the blue 1990 Presbyterian Hymnal, or The Hymnbook
(the red 1955 hymnal). Either leave your requests in
the comments, or email them to jaigner@wcpc-tx.org.

Dear WCPC Family,
I want to thank all of you for your kind letters, cards, phone calls, and flowers sent after Gordy passed
away in May. I learned a lot about his church activities that I never knew. Thank you for sharing your
remembrances on him. You certainly helped during the difficult time, especially since we were all locked up
at home. We were able to bury Gordy in Indianapolis in July once the state allowed more than 10 people at
the ceremony. And the entire family thanks Rev. David Jones for flying to Indianapolis and officiating.
Also, I want to thank the Cookie Ministry for remembering me! The cookies were absolutely wonderful.
What a wonderful ministry. Hopefully we can all meet again at church soon. Once the church is open we
can have a proper memorial service for Gordy.
Corliss Lentz
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Adult Class & Study Opportunities
Sunday Morning 9:30—10:45 am

Monday

Texts in Context (Lectionary Class)

Women’s Bible Study
9:30-11:30 am

led by Bob Campbell

In this class, we dig more deeply into the day’s Revised
Common Lectionary readings so that we can increase
our understanding, enhance our worship experience
and equip ourselves and each other to apply these biblical lessons in our daily lives. To get the Zoom invitation
and materials each week, contact Bob Campbell,
Connecting Through the Bible
led by Sue Watkins, Neville Walker and Dave Watkins

A fun, interactive discussion of the Gospel of Mark. Part
of N.T. Wright's series, New Testament for Everyone, this
study of II Corinthians is an accessible and practical
study for everyone. Great for those new or well-versed
in Bible Study. To get the Zoom invitation, contact
Dave Watkins
First Place 4 Health
led by Patty Ahern

This group seeks to live healthy lives physically and
spiritually, and support one another in this endeavor.
They will be using the study Let. It. Go.- How to Stop Running the Show and Start Walking In Faith by Karen Ehman.
Contact Mary Jo Chapman for more information and a
Zoom invitation.

led by class members

This group will be studying the book of Psalms using
the Horizons Bible Study Old Songs for a New Millennium.
Contact Laura Grice for more information, materials
and a Zoom invitation.

Tuesday
Presbyterian Women Morning Circle
First Tuesdays, 10:00 am
This group is using the Horizons Bible Study Into The
Light: Finding Hope in Prayers of Lament by Lynn Miller.
This study encourages participants to do just that, find
hope in God even as we lament. For more information
or a Zoom invitation, please contact Jane Chesney.

Wednesday
Wed. Morning Men’s Study Group
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 am
led by Rev. Dr. David Jones

The focus of the study is the text for the upcoming sermon our pastor will be delivering. Contact David Jones
for a Zoom invitation.
Wednesday Morning Study Group
10:00-11:30 am
contact Sylvia Campbell

ZOOM FELLOWSHIP HOUR
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Miss coffee and doughnuts following worship?
Join us for Zoom Fellowship Hour immediately
following worship on Communion Sundays (1st
Sunday of the month). We will gather on Zoom
for a chance to "see" each other and enjoy time in
fellowship together even while we are apart. Laura
will send the Zoom link in her email the week of
each gathering. If you do not receive her email,
please contact her to be added to the list at
lgrice@wcpc-tx.org. If you would like the instructions for connecting by phone, please call at 281363-2040 x2.

The Church has a Zoom account,
and would be happy to help your
class meet. Please Contact Laura
Grice for more information.

This group is using The Great Courses study– Introduction to the Qu’ran, by Dr. Martyn Oliver. led by Contact
Sylvia Campbell for information and a Zoom invitation.
Wed. Evening Men’s Study Group
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 pm
led by Rev. Dr. David Jones

The focus of the study is the text for the upcoming sermon our pastor will be delivering. Contact David Jones
for a Zoom invitation.

Thursday
Circle of Blessings - Women’s Circle
2nd Thursdays, 7:00 pm
This group is also using the Horizons Bible Study Into
The Light: Finding Hope in Prayers of Lament by Lynn Miller.
Contact Debra Martinez for information and a Zoom
invitation.

Volunteers Needed for
Home Outreach Ministry
For the past several years WCPC has had a Home Outreach Ministry
under the auspices of the Diaconate. The purpose of this ministry is
to make contact with our parishioners who are shut-ins, living alone,
or just need someone from the church to talk with from time to time.
Our current or recent volunteers include the following: Louise Crider,
Ann Fleischman, Arlene and Dale Boyer, HeeJung Wescoat, Becky
Carlson, Jeanne Bonnette, Linda and Warren Evans, Lue Penton, Lynne Gregg, Kathy Gage,
Pat Huck, Mignon Mabry, Nancy Kryder, Neville Walker and Harry Adams.
We try to assign one “minister” to one parishioner in need. The responsibility would be to contact the
parishioner at least once a month by phone, e-mail, cards or letters or more often depending on the
need. There are no special skills required; this is a ministry that any person can do and easily fits into
your schedule. We also ask the “minister” to report to the Home Outreach Ministry about how the parishioner is doing once a month prior to the monthly Deacons’ meeting (second Tuesday of each
month).
This has been a very effective and rewarding ministry; rewarding for the parishioner in need but also
for the “minister.”
If you have any questions, you may contact any one of the current “ministers” or Rev. Laura Grice at
lgrice@wcpc-tx.org or Harry Adams at hadams1121@gmail.com.
Greetings to you from ELP:
Joy is in the air and our children are having a
wonderful fall season with new friends and their
teachers! It goes without saying that we started
the year with some pretty big changes; just about
everything was modified in some form or fashion. Having said that, however, I am thrilled to let you all
know that our staff, parents and children are so grateful and eager to have the opportunity to be back
at their preschool this year! The early childhood years are fleeting, and we know that this time is so
precious and so very valuable. Socially and emotionally, our children are able to connect and grow in
so many ways here. We have the privilege of sharing God’s word and growing the children in faith
and love too. What a blessing!
It is hard to believe that we have already completed the first 2 months of our school year. The Early
Learning Program of WCPC is such a unique preschool in the heart of the Woodlands. One of the
most special things about us is our legacy! We now have 2 nd generation students and our board has
former retired teachers and parents and grandparents of our 2nd generation students! Today, even
more than ever before, parents are craving an intimate setting for their young children. We are very
intentional in creating an atmosphere of bonds with family and friendship. ELP is an inclusive program
and we strive to meet the needs of all of our children in a very safe and developmental way. This
means our children are happy! They are messy at times, loud and moving; just the way God made
them! When young children are free to play and explore, they are learning to take risks and become
self-motivated learners. Just like our classrooms, our playground is like no other! This we hear all the
time as new parents tour. Often the playground is what attracts our families, and once they walk
through our friendly doors, parents and children instantly feel at home here.
WCPC, thank you for your continued love and support of this awesome ministry. We are 29 years
strong and having the time of our lives here!!! Here is a quote I think you’ll enjoy from one of our 4’s
at the end of her first day back with us this past September. She ran to her mom’s arms in carline and
shouted, “This place is fun!” (Merritt Sep. 2020) Music to our ears indeed!
Blessings,
Cindy Mountain
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Because God’s love knows no bounds, the Mission Outreach Team encourages the congregation of WCPC to be a servant people, witnessing to the light of Christ through actions and words so that the world might know the grace, peace, and love of God.
WCPC has a long history of mission outreach and we do not have to look very far to find people who are in
need of our love and care especially during the current COVID-19 pandemic. Now more than ever, it is important to share God’s love, grace and mercy to our neighbors, whether across the street, across town, across
the country, or across the ocean. That is because God’s love knows no boundaries.
MOT will meet via Zoom at 7pm on Tuesdays, November 3rd and December 1st. Come be a part of our
team! All are invited to join MOT meetings where you will hear up-to-date information about our mission
outreach partners, discuss ways that MOT can support them during these uncertain times and make decisions
about recipients of Special Offerings and Benevolence monies. For more information about how to join the
MOT meetings, please contact Gary Chapman, Committee Chairperson, at gary.chapman5206@gmail.com.

Young adult resident and “Aunt” and “Uncle,”
who live at the Rescue Home caring for the young adults,
in front of new car!.

Love Fosters Hope, which provides hope and a future for
foster children and youth, has a Rescue Home for those
foster youth who age out of the system and find themselves homeless. The vast majority of 18 year old foster
youth who age out of foster care find themselves without
a driver’s license, much less a car, and no social security
card which makes getting a job extremely difficult! So it
is no surprise that these young adults find themselves
homeless.
Love Fosters Hope can offer them a safe, loving environment to live in and work on goals to get them selfsustaining.
But Love Fosters Hope did not have a way to teach them
how to drive, a basic skill for independence. And this is
where WCPC comes in. Through a generous gift from the
Mission Outreach Team (MOT), a car was purchased for
the home. And now 2 volunteers have come forward to

teach these young people how to drive.
The young people at Love Fosters Hope Home are beyond thrilled! Another piece in the puzzle for them to
become independent has dropped into place.
The young adults living at the Rescue Home will be the first to be taught how to drive and then it will be
opened up to other young adults not living at the Rescue Home but who have been through Love Fosters Hope
programs and do not yet know how to drive.
This is a gift that keeps on giving!
WCPC is helping to change the face of foster care in our community and providing hope to those who had lost
hope.

We are taking orders for one-pound bags of ground or whole bean Arabica, Robusta, 50/50
Arabica/Robusta or Decaf. Each bag sells for $10. Please place your order by November
20th by emailing or calling Leila Christoffel at leilaandjoe@icloud.com or 936-271-1028.
Café Justo (Just Coffee) is a Grower owned Coffee Cooperative based in southern Chiapas
Mexico, formed to address poverty and migration from Mexico to the U.S.A.
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Two changes have affected our Kids’ Meals Program. In
mid-September, we found out that our longtime associate
at the Willis Parental Support Center, Teresa Herod, was
no longer employed there and that the center was closed
until further notice. Thank goodness it did not take long
for another organization to take over distributing Kids’
Meals and other grocery products to the clients of the
Willis Parental Support Center as the need is great! So,
we are now bringing the Kids’ Meals lunches packed at
A Drive-Thru Gathering Place offers caregivers WCPC to the Fellowship Church in Willis on the second
the opportunity to provide safe entertainment for and fourth Tuesday of the month . The other big change
for the program is that we have doubled the number of
their loved one who is living with Alzheimer’s,
stroke, Parkinson’s, or other dementia. Different lunches we are delivering. That is, we now bring 400
lunches each time or 800 lunches each month. So, the
stations will be set up along the route in the
WCPC parking lot where care partners can play food donations that you drop off at the church for the Kids’
Meals program are needed even more than ever!
games, exercise, listen to music and more. The
In addition to delivering Kids’ Meals to the Fellowship
care partners will remain safely in their cars
while socializing and interacting with our volun- Church, a couple of WCPC members have been helping to
teers, who will be wearing masks and social dis- assemble groceries received from the Montgomery County
Food Bank for the food giveaway at the Fellowship Church
tancing. At the end of their journey, each care
in Willis. If you would like to help with assembling
partner will receive a bag of crafts, games and
groceries for the food giveaways, please contact Sally
treats to enjoy at home. If you would like to
Shu at (713) 828-2577 or sally.f.shu@gmail.com.
help with this event, please email Tricia MacSpace is limited.
Donald at patriciamacdonald1210@gmail.com.

Kids’ Meals Lunch Bags Needs:
snack packets of peanut butter/cheese crackers
snack size raisin boxes
applesauce squeeze pouches
soft, chewy granola bars without nuts

Meals on Wheels Breakfast Bags Needs:
individual packets of instant oatmeal
snack size raisin boxes
cereal bars (Nutri-Grain bars)
Ensure /Glucerna
(vanilla, chocolate or strawberry flavors only)
paper grocery bags

Community Assistance Center Needs:
canned vegetables
peanut butter

Veggie Village Needs:
clean, plastic fruit & vegetable containers

Please deposit donations in the specially
marked bins on the coffee bar in the
Fellowship Hall Narthex

Preparing groceries for food giveaway in Willis

The other World War II veteran living at the DeGeorge, which
provides transitional housing for homeless veterans, Fredrick
Gilliam, will turn 95 on December 10th. There will be no birthday party celebration for him this year due to the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions. So, the Mission Outreach Team (MOT)
would like to put together a birthday basket for him including
lots of birthday cards. We need your help with the birthday
cards and are asking you to consider writing a birthday card to
Fredrick. Beginning Monday, November 2nd, there will be a
specially marked box on the coffee bar in the Fellowship Hall
Narthex in which you can deposit your card. We would like to
have all cards no later than Sunday, December 6th. Thanks for
your help! If you have questions, please contact Michele Stelter
at 281-363-2040 x7 or mstelter@wcpc-tx.org.
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Even though there will be
no physical Angel Tree or
Angel Ornament Tags this
year, you will still have the
opportunity to brighten up
your holidays by providing
a Christmas present for a
child in either the Child and
Family Services or Foster
Care and Adoption program run by Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services or for the Senior Holiday Giving Program
run by Interfaith of The Woodlands.
The Angel Tree program will be available through
SignUpGenius this year. The sign-up will be live
in early-November and will contain a brief description of a needy child or senior with one or two gift
ideas. An announcement will be made on the
weekly Mission Outreach Opportunities page and
on our website as to the exact date. Drop-off of
presents will be done differently this year due to
the pandemic. Specific instructions regarding drop
-off will be provided on the sign-up sheet and in
the confirmation email you receive. Like always,
all gifts should be returned unwrapped.. Please
contact Michele Stelter at 281-363-2040 x 7 or
mstelter@wcpc-tx.org, if you have questions or
would like to participate by donating a monetary
amount to be used toward the purchase of a gift.

Due to the pandemic, the Mission Outreach
Team (MOT) will sponsor an online only Alternative Market this holiday season. As always,
you will be able to purchase gifts that give more
than once. The “holiday store” will be available
on our website sometime in November. The
exact date the store will open will be announced
in upcoming publications. Through the online
store, you will be able to order a Christmas Box
for a seafarer or an Animeals package for a Meals
on Wheels client. You also will still be able to
purchase your wreath or table decoration from
the Cub Scouts, but don’t wait too long to do it
because the supply is limited. The online market
will truly be a way to shop differently because
proceeds from all sales will be distributed to the
mission partner represented.

Share a little joy this
holiday season by ordering a Christmas
Box for an international seafarer at our
online Alternative
Market.

This year, due to the pandemic, these boxes may be the
only way to brighten the life and console the seafarers
calling on the Port of Houston in December. Seafarers
are more isolated now than ever before and have not
been able to leave their vessels for any reason for over
6 months. Their contracts have been extended for
months and they have no way to get home to their families right now. The Houston International Seafarers’
Centers have remained vigilant in their mission to be
there for the seafarers throughout the pandemic. And
so, they are hoping that we will help them by providing
Christmas Boxes that a Port of Houston Chaplain will
personally deliver along with best wishes to seafarers
on ships that dock in Houston this holiday season.
As a mission project, the youth will be packing, wrapping
and delivering all the Christmas Boxes ordered at the
online Alternative Market to the Howard T. Tellepsen
Seafarers Center in Houston. The youth will use their
proceeds from this project to purchase Angel Tree gifts.

The Christmas Offering is a combination of the Christmas Joy and Christmas Eve offerings. That is, twenty-five
percent of the Christmas Offering goes to the PC(USA)
Special Christmas Joy Offering, which is split evenly between the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions
and scholarship funds for Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. This year the remaining seventyfive percent will go to adopt a Family Room in the new
Family Promise static site. On September 22nd, the
Montgomery County Commissioners Court approved a
Community Development Block Grant agreement with
Family Promise to acquire the facility, which is located at
109 Commercial Circle in Conroe for their static site.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

4

3

2

THURSDAY

8

15

Worship 11
Angel Voices
11 am
SS 9:45 am
PYCC Youth
Rally pm

7

6
Tweens Fun Friday
6-8 pm contact
sbarclay@wcpctx.org for info

9

10

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

Joint Deacon/
Session MTG
7 pm Zoom

16

17
FaithsTogether
Thanksgiving
Observance on
Zoom
7 pm

22

23

29

30

Worship 11am,
Sunday School
9:45 am

SATURDAY

5

Worship 11 am,
Sunday school
9:45 am

Worship 11am,
Sunday School
9:45 am

FRIDAY

24

ELP Big Picnic
10:30 am

ELP Big Picnic
10:30 am

25

26

27

28

\

Worship 11am,
Sunday School
9:45 am

Children’s Sunday School 9:45-10:55 drop off and pick up in CE building rooms
105, 106, 204, 5th and 6th grade in 205, youth 200.
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Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School offering goes to Covid related Missions
this year. The Noisy Offering raised $473 and counting for South
Sudan Corona virus aid.

Sunday School
this month:

Pre-K-Kindergarten,1st & 2nd grade Sunday studying a survey of Old Testament
Bible stories using Walk with Me. Room 106
3rd & 4th grade children will follow the Bible
passages used in worship, using Whirl Lectionary curriculum from Sparkhouse. They
will study Jesus’s teachings in the Gospel of
Matthew chapters 23-26. Room 204
Tweens 5th & 6th grade will begin a two
year study of the Bible starting in the New
Testament with Sparkhouse Connect
curriculum in room 205.
Godly Play Stories: The Ten Best Ways
to Live, Jonah, and The Circle of the Church
Year. Nov 29th we will begin the Advent
story series.

The children will also be learning more about the
PSUSA offerings in SS and this month Stewardship.
We will be giving the 1st grade and up pledge cards
to fill out for their time, talents and presents.

Questions about Children or Tweens Ministry or childcare?
Contact Susan Duncan at sduncan@wcpc-tx.org

December 24th
Christmas Eve Family Service & Pageant
broadcast on You-Tube at 5 pm
All children are invited to take part and wear a costume (we have plenty) as we retell the story of Jesus’ birth. Plans are still pending but we
will video it ahead of time. Signups start in Sunday school Nov 29th.
Children who can read are given one or two lines to read in this lowpressure pageant (email sduncan@wcpc-tx.org for parts). While
watching the service, even the youngest children have a part in building the nativity stable as they add figures after every Christmas Carol
is played. We will practice the readers parts in Sunday school. More
information TBA. Contact Susan if your children are interested in participating.

Pre-K-Kindergarten,1st & 2nd grade will
study the Christmas stories.
3rd & 4th grade children will follow the Bible
passages used in worship, using Whirl Lectionary curriculum from Sparkhouse.
Tweens 5th & 6th grade will study the New
Testament with Sparkhouse Connect curriculum.
Godly Play Stories: we will continue the
Advent story series.
Children’s Ministry Mission Statement: To nurture all to experience the
unique joy of being a “child” of God.
… You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you
today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
rise. Bind them as a sign to your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorpost of your house and on your
gates.
Deuteronomy 6:4-8
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2

3

2nd Sunday of 6
Advent Sunday
School 9:45
Worship 11:00 am

7

8

9

10

3rd Sunday of 13
Advent
Sunday Sch. 9:45
Worship 11:00 am

14

15

16

17

20

21

4th Sunday of Advent Worship 11 am
Children’s Sun
Sch. & Pageant
Rehearsal 9:45 am

27

1st Sunday after
Christmas Worship
11 am
Children’s SS combined 9:45 am

Youth Christmas
Party

22

23

Children/Tween
Team set up
risers, stable &
costumes in FH
9:30 am

FRIDAY

29

Children’s Sunday School 9:45-10:50 drop off and
pick up in CE building rooms 204, 106 and 105. 5th
and 6th grade SS classroom in 205.

30

4

5

11

12

Tweens Fun
Friday Christmas
Party 6-8 pm

18
ELP Last full Day
CISD Half Day

24
Christmas Eve
Services online at
5 pm & 9 pm
7 pm in person

28

SATURDAY

31

Sunday, Dec 20th
11 am 4th Sunday of Advent Worship
9:45 am Sunday School & Children Christmas
Pageant Rehearsal
Christmas Eve, Dec 24th
5 pm Family Service online
7 pm Service of Carols with candle lighting,
9 pm Service with Communion online
Sunday, Dec. 29th
11:00 am Worship
9:45 am Combined Children’s Sunday School

25

19
First Day of

26

15

Youth Group Updates and Information
*Please note that all Youth Group activities and plans are subject ot change due to covid restrictions
and updates. Zoom links and weekly updates on Youth Group activities are available through our
youth family emails and texts. If you are not already receiving emails for youth families, please let
Shirley Barclay (sbarclay@wcpc-tx.org) or Debi McNaught (frmcali2tex@sbcglobal.net) know, and we
will get you added to the list. If you are not yet receiving texts about youth activities, please follow the
instructions regarding REMIND on page 16 or let Shirley know if you have questions.

Youth Sunday School - 7th-12th grades can join us in person and
on Zoom before worship at 9:30am to talk about Sunday's scriptures
and how they apply to our lives using Feasting on the Word
Curriculum. Zoomers email sbarclay@wcpc-tx.org for the link invite.
Youth Fellowship-The in-person activities every other Sunday have been going well so far, and will
be shifted back to once-a-month, 2nd Sunday afternoon fellowship activities.
The next Fellowship event will be kayaking on

November 15, at 1pm,

Please bring a sack lunch and $20 for the rentals.
RSVP to sbarclay@wcpc-tx.org or to
Debi McNaught at frmcali2tex@sbcglobal.net
We will meet at the Riva Row Boat House which is
located at 2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands, TX 77380.
It is located east of the Boardwalk Apartments and
south across The Waterway Town Green Park.Also
please fill out the online waiver https://
waiver.smartwaiver.com/w/5797afe1de5dd/web/ prior to arrival.

Save the Dates
Presbytery’s Youth Rally is Sunday, November 15, 9am-12pm, on Zoom-details TBA
Youth Christmas Party – will be Wednesday, December 16.-details TBA

Youth Group

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 pm

It was decided to shift to
weekly, in-person, masked,
socially-distanced, outdoor
gatherings (weather
permitting) on Wednesday
evenings, at the usual
youth group time of 6:007:30pm. Because we will
be using the patio with the
fire pit, we will call them
“Fireside Chats” for now.

Scholarships/financial assistance available. We want everyone to participate and don ’t want finances to be a barrier.
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Life of the Church: Articles due preceding Tuesday by noon.
Newsletter: Articles due February 15 for the March/April 2020 newsletter.
Website: Information due Monday at noon . Send to communications@wcpc-tx.org.
Ways to stay connected!
Find all of this information online on our website at www.wcpc-tx.org
Download the WCPC App! First you must download the ShareFaith App then follow the
below directions to find WCPC. This app will have Sermons, Peazy’s Blog, Newsletter
and more!

Find us on Instagram by searching for WCPC1981 or enter the address below
https://www.instagram.com/wcpc1981/
Find us on Facebook by searching for Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church or enter the address below
https://www.facebook.com/wcpcWoodlandsCommunityPresbyterianChurch/
Find the Church Life App under the GIVING tab on our website which tells the steps. This app will have the
church directory
which has the most
updated contact information available.
This app is also a
wonderful way to
update your address,
phone number and
picture. Here is the
link to the page:
http://www.wcpctx.org/church-lifeapp-2/

Please feel free to
contact the church
office for help or
with any questions!
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