The Good News Herald
The Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church

4881 W. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381
281-363-2040
www.wcpc-tx.org
“An Inclusive Church Family: Loving, Sharing, and Serving Christ.”

Online Adult Classes & Study Opportunities
Our Adult Study opportunities have changed their format. You are invited to stay connected
Below is information about this “new” format.
If your class is meeting but not listed, please let us know.

Sunday Morning
Texts in Context
led by Bob Campbell

This class gathers by Zoom, Sun. at 9:30 am.
Please contact Bob Campbell at
bob.campbell@swbell.net for an “invitation.”
This class digs deeply into the day’s readings to
increase our understanding, enhance our worship
experience and equip ourselves and each other to
apply these biblical lessons in our daily lives.
The Historical Jesus class is meeting with
“Texts in Context.”
Connecting Through the Bible

Monday
Women’s Bible Study
led by Tricia Knight and Rev. Gayle Perkins

This group shares study notes & prayers by
email. Contact Ann Fleischman for information.

Wednesday
Wed. Men’s Study Groups
7:30-8:45 am –OR– 7:30-8:45 pm
led by Rev. Dr. David Jones

These groups gather by Zoom.
Please contact David Jones for an “invitation.”
Wednesday Morning Study Group
contact Sylvia Campbell

This group is checking in with each other by
email and occasionally gathering by Zoom.
This class gathers by Zoom, Sun. at 9:30 am.
Please contact Sylvia Campbell at
Please contact Dave Watkins for an “invitation.” bobnsyl@gmail.com for an “invitation.”
This study is an accessible, practical study for
Thursday
everyone. Great for all levels of Bible Study.
Circle of Blessings
This group is meeting by Zoom. They meet on
the 2nd Thursdays at 7 pm.
led by Sue Watkins, Neville Walker and Dave Watkins
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Dear WCPC family:
While Covid-19 has changed many things, some things remain the same – WCPC’s
commitment to loving Christ, standing with one another in this family of faith, and reaching
out beyond ourselves to make a difference in our community and beyond.

Rev. Dr. David F.

As you read this newsletter you will see how those three commitments (loving God,
one another and the world) still shape our discipleship. In these challenging times the mission of Christ’s Church to share good news has never been more vital. More urgent. And
also, more difficult.

Jones

In Philippians 4:4 Paul writes “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say it
rejoice.” Here is Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase of this passage in “The Message” – “Celebrate God all day,
every day. I mean, revel in him!”
Paul was in prison when he wrote these words, perhaps some of the last words he would write to a church
he loved deeply. He knew that he probably would never see them again. Never worship with them again. The
church he loved so much was also starting to suffer. It wasn’t easy in the Roman world to name anyone Lord
except Caesar. He wanted so much to be with them. They must have longed to see him again too.
So, in his absence he invites them to “Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him!” And
then he suggest how -- “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.” (Philippians 4: 8 – 9)
I’m not suggesting, and I don’t think Paul was suggesting either, that we are to ignore the suffering and
difficulties of life then or now. No, followers of Jesus must be realistic about the world. It’s the only way to
know where we are being called to serve. But instead of allowing the brokenness around us to define us we are
to be defined by God’s grace and the joy that can come as we follow Jesus.
I know it’s hard. This pandemic has impacted all of us. Touched all of our lives and the lives of those we
love. But it will not now or in the future define us. “Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him!”
Your pastor,

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund was established to provide financial assistance to those in need who make
requests to the pastors of WCPC. Primarily it is used to assist non-members, but on occasion funds are used to
assist members with short-term needs. Individuals and families in the past have been helped with rent, utilities,
car repair, and prescriptions. A person requesting aid meets with one of our pastors. Their needs are assessed
and typically referrals are provided. As an example, if someone lives in the area supported by Interfaith of The
Woodlands they are encouraged to contact Interfaith. Your pastors have the discretion to assist those requesting
financial help if they believe the need is legitimate and other avenues of help have been explored and are either
not available or have been exhausted. If you would like to make a special contribution to this fund you are invited to prayerfully consider doing so. Please make certain that your check to WCPC notes that it is for the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund. If you would like more information, please don’t hesitate to contact either of our pastors.
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Dear Ones,
As you may have already heard, I have been accepted into the Doctor of Ministry Program at
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. I am very excited about this opportunity to continue to learn and grow as a person and as a pastor. Last fall, the Personnel Team and your Session approved my decision to pursue these studies and covenanted with me to support me
through this process.
In 2019, Austin Seminary, completely revised its Doctor of Ministry Program, creating two
areas of concentration. The first area of concentration is “Leadership for Witness: Engaging
Public Life,” and the second is “Leadership for Wonder: Re-enchanting Christian Life.” I am
enrolling in the second of these concentrations, in order to focus on the church’s role in
“reclaiming a sense of awe, mystery, and wonder in Christian witness, particularly in a technological, consumer-driven age that too often shuns the practices of wonder and attention.”* This program description excites me!
Beginning this June, and over the course of the next three years, I will be taking courses for one week each June
and January. This means that I will have extensive independent reading, study, and writing requirements outside of my in-residence class time. So, if I occasionally seem a bit distracted, there is a good chance this is why.
My coursework will include four seminars in “Wonder and the Mind, Body, Relationships and Soul” and an
integrative seminar. Additionally, I will research and generate an Integrative Project at the end of my coursework. In total, this program should take about four years.
During my studies, there may be occasions where WCPC and you its members become my “research lab.”
When that does happen, know that I will notify you first, and any participation in my research is completely
voluntary. Throughout these next four years, I ask that you, along with the Personnel Team and Session, support me with your prayers.
Before I conclude, here are my answers to a few potential “Frequently Asked Questions.” If you want to know
more, please do not hesitate to ask.
 Will you be away during your studies?
• I should not be away from WCPC for much more than the two weeks of study leave in my terms of call.
My first class is this June and will be conducted online as so many things are these days. I am a little sad
about this. We were supposed to go on field-trips. I don’t know about you, but I haven’t been on a field
trip since high school. 
 You’re not planning to leave WCPC when you’re finished, are you?
• NO! While I cannot guarantee that I will be called to stay here forever, I still firmly feel called to serve
as your Associate Pastor at WCPC, and I do not see that changing because of these studies. I am pursuing them to make me a better pastor, and to “scratch an academic itch” so I can keep learning and growing.
 How long will this degree take?
• I will be taking classes for 5 one week terms, but should be able to complete my degree in
approximately 4 years.
 Will it change the work you are doing with us?
• With the exception of special research projects for classes or my Integrative Project, which I will notify
you of in advance and in which participation is completely voluntary, it should not change my work
with you beyond how I grow as a pastor through my studies.

Grace and Peace,
*

https://www.austinseminary.edu/academics/degree-programs/doctor-of-ministry ; Application for DMin program.

Stephen Ministry Is Your Ministry…

Are You Stressed? Discouraged? Feeling Down?
You don’t have to go through difficult times on your own. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to
provide you with confidential, one-to-one, Christian care and support to help you get through a
tough time. So don’t keep it all inside and struggle . Our Stephen Ministers are there to care.
Contact Rev. Laura Grice at lgrice@wcpc-tx.org or Rev. Dr. David Jones at djones@wcpctx.org for information.
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WORSHIP SERVICE: SUNDAY MORNINGS: 8:30AM & 11:00AM
Pastor:
Rev. Dr. David F. Jones
Associate Pastor
Rev. Laura R. Grice
Pastor Emeritus:
Rev. Dr. Charles Hendricks

Music Ministries:
Jonathan Aigner, Director of Music
Sherry Hunter, Director, Bell Choirs
Dr. Dave Faber, Organist
Mission Outreach:
Michele Stelter, Facilitator

Parish Associate:
Rev. Warren Johnson

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45AM-10:45AM

Early Learning Program:
Cindy Mountain, Director
Chantal Porter, Administration
Administration:
Matthew Jensen
Financial Administrator
Shirley Barclay, Dir. of Com

Children’s Ministries:
Susan Duncan, Director

BOARD OF DEACONS

SESSION MEMBERS
CLASS OF 2020
Kaleigh Cordier

CLASS OF 2021
Lynne Gregg

Todd Duncan

Audrey Keim

Sheree Fleming

Tim Moore

Megan Hansen

Andy Ward

CLASS OF 2022
Dan Brock
Denny Kryder
Bruce Ruisard
Sally Shu

CLASS OF 2020
Ed Allen
Kristen Campbell
Jane Harding
Leslie Lee
Mignon Mabry
Daniece Peck

Betsy Whitehead

TEAMS OF THE SESSION
Building & Grounds Dan Brock
Bruce Ruisard
Christian Enrichment:
Adults

Lynn Gregg, Chair

Children/Tween Audrey Keim, Chair
Creation Care

Tim Moore, Chair

Evangelism Team

Sheree Fleming, Chair

Fellowship Team

Cinda Hitchcock

Finance Team

Andy Ward, Chair

Mission Outreach

Gary Chapman, Chair

Personnel Team

Todd Duncan, Chair
Denny Kryder

Worship Team

Sally Shu, Chair

Youth Team

Sally Bowers, Co-Chair
Megan Hansen, Co-Chair
Betsy Whitehead
Kaleigh Cordier

Moderator

David Jones

Clerk of Session

Megan Hansen

Our Missionaries
Paula Cooper, Zambia
Charles & Melissa Johnson, Zambia
Jose Luis Clare, Peru
Chenoa Stock, Peru
Our Seminarians
Naomi Daka

dbrock1973@comcast.net

CLASS OF 2021
David Castro
Doug Cordier
Louise Crider
Dianne Lundgren
Karen Morris

CLASS OF 2022
Harry Adams
Becky Carlson
Leila Christoffel
Linda Conner
Susan Hollingsworth
Amy Spears
Neville Walker

BOARD OF DEACONS TEAM LEADERS

Dianne Lundgren
diannelundgren31@gmail.com
beruisard@comcast.net
Bereavement Ministry
Tricia McDonald
patriciamacdonald1210@gmail.com
lgregg1823@yahoo.com
Card Ministry
Leslie Lee
alkeim5@gmail.com
leslieotr1@gmail.com
tjmandcsm@sbcglobal.net
Cookie Ministry
Jane Harding
sgflemi@gmail.com
pharding@pdq.net
cchtx@att.net
Home Outreach Ministry Mignon Mabry
AndyNon7@gmail.com
mwmabry@gmail.com
gary.chapman5206@gmail.com Hospital Ministry
Daniece Peck
tmduncan173@gmail.com
daniecepeck@comcast.net
dkryder@yahoo.com
Meals Ministry
Linda Conner
sally.f.shu@gmail.com
conner48@purdue.edu
New Member Ministry Kristen Campbell
sally_bowers@comcast.net
e.kristen.campbell@gmail.com
megateer@gmail.com
Prayer
Ministry
Louise Crider
bowhead8@yahoo.com
lcrider_houston1@comcast.net
Moderator
Mignon Mabry
djones@wcpc-tx.org
mwmabry@gmail.com
megateer@gmail.com
Co Moderator
Kristen Campbell
e.kristen.campbell@gmail.com
Baby Ministry

WCPC PRAYER MINISTRY
Prayer is one of the greatest gifts God has given to us. At WCPC, we have the opportunity to participate in the prayer
ministry as well as request prayers in several different ways.

•

The Church Prayer List is available online (www.wcpc-tx.org) and at church on Sundays. Prayer requests may be added to or removed from the list by contacting Rev. Laura Grice in the church office (281-363-2040 ext. 2; lgrice@wcpctx.org ). Please obtain permission from the person prior to adding their name to the prayer list.

•

The Thursday Morning Prayer Group meets on Thursday from 9:30—10:30 am. This group is led by Sally
Lichtenwalter. Through the use of Lectio Divinia and Intercessory Prayer, the group prays for members, family, and
friends that have requested prayers. Contact Sally Lichtenwalter (218-292-3152) for more information about this
group.

During the next few months, deacons will be contacting members who have added the names of friends and family to the
WCPC Prayer List. The purpose of these calls is to assure the member that the WCPC church family is praying for those
who need our prayers.
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All Ears! Listening & Language Center is looking to fill an opening for an administrative assistant and a teaching
assistant in a preschool setting. For more information contact info@allearscenter.org. To learn more about All
Ears! visit allearscenter.org. The mission of All Ears! is to empower families of children who are deaf and hard of

hearing, by teaching them listening, speaking and literacy skills in order to promote independence.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS –
MARCH AND APRIL 2020
•

The WCPC Campus will remain closed through May 31 with
worship live-streamed and any other groups meeting online. The Session has asked
the Safety Team to consider recommendations about when and how to re-open the
campus to keep people safe.

•

Our staff has been doing an awesome job connecting with the congregation and mission partners to continue doing our ministry well. Deacons have also been keeping in
touch with their families and keeping busy with all of their outreach ministries.

•

WCPC applied for and received a PPP small business loan under the US CARES Act
that is forgivable if spent on salaries to retain employees. This will allow WCPC and
the Early Learning Program to keep our full staffs employed during this time.

•

Earth Care Sunday was April 26th – and it was great!

•

Senior Sunday is May 10th, and we will hear some highlights from our seniors during
worship.

•

Confirmation Sunday is May 17th. The confirmation students are planning and leading
worship that day and presenting their faith statements.
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Report from the WCPC
Gardens

The gardens and green space at church look
wonderful! More blooms and pollinators all
around. To me, it means we’ve laid a strong
foundation for the garden areas, and it is reflected in the flourishing places on the campus. And
yes, there are “weeds” - some we like and some
we would rather not have. If you saw Kathy
Gage’s cardinal story on Sunday, you also saw
the Prayer Garden and pollinators at work on
our campus. Wonderful story and wonderful
videography!
I’m including pictures of the two areas that could Area 1 by Hendricks building
use some help. (1) The parking area to the left
(southwest) of the Hendricks building - adjacent to handicapped parking, and (2) raised gardens in the office courtyard. Weeds aplenty! Pictures included here.
In other news, we replaced the green wagon we used many times for hauling things around campus. I have it at
home for now but if you need it, let me know. Also we had several potted tree saplings from Arbor Day that seem
to have walked off, hopefully to be planted in some wonderful space elsewhere. Finally, there are small branches
in several areas that could be picked up and moved to the green dump behind the Hendricks playground. A few
have been picked up and left near the bike rack.
The lawn areas are prospering and continue to be mowed on a regular basis. Thanks for that! Also, the area along
Oakcrest that was torn up for new cable installations has been repaired and re-sodded. Most of it is doing well.

Area 2 raised beds near office

And where are Thinners & Sinners? A time will come when we
will work together again. Until
then, individuals will likely work
alone. I see it happening here and
there with little things like
trimmed leggy plants, tools left in
the gardens, or a bit of weeding.
Everything is growing faster than
it did last year which means we
will need to cut back strongly
later depending on Covid-19’s
schedule, the weather, and what’s
decided by the church for other
activities. We will likely need to
identify options for the way we
garden as a group when the time
comes; careful scheduling, rules
to keep us safe, adopt-a-garden
approaches, and more.
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WCPC Pond with Goldfish...Photo by David Hitchcock

8

Because God’s love knows no bounds, the Mission Outreach Team encourages the congregation of WCPC to be a servant people, witnessing to the light of Christ through actions and words so that the world might know the grace, peace, and love of God.
WCPC has a long history of mission outreach and we do not have to look very far to find people who are in need
of our love and care especially during the current COVID-19 pandemic. The following pages of the newsletter
outline how the pandemic is affecting our mission outreach partners. Now more than ever, it is important to share
God’s love, grace and mercy to our neighbors, whether across the street, across town, across the country, or
across the ocean. That is because God’s love knows no boundaries.
MOT will meet via Zoom at 7pm on Tuesdays May 5th and June 2nd. All are invited to join the meetings to
hear up-to-date information about our mission outreach partners and to discuss ways that MOT can support them
during these uncertain times. In addition, we will have a representative from the Medical Benevolence Foundation joining the May 5th meeting to explain their Medical Missions 21st Century Initiative. For more information about how to join the MOT meetings, please contact Gary Chapman, Committee Chairperson, at
gary.chapman5206@gmail.com.

25% supports Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) - Providing opportunities for young

adults to serve in communities around the world and grow as leaders through transformative
Christian service.

25% goes to Ministries with Youth - Helping to guide our youth by uniting them in
Christ and lifting them up as leaders and messengers of God’s word.

10% advocates for At-Risk Children - Supporting vital ministries to improve education
and provide a safe haven for children across the globe.

40% stays with our congregation - Developing and supporting programs for children at

risk, youth or young adults in our community . Love Fosters Hope‘s Rescue Home, which
is for foster youth who have gone to their camps and have become homeless after aging
out of the system, is the local beneficiary of the 2020 Pentecost Offering.
The Pentecost Offering unites us in a churchwide effort to support young people in Christ and inspire them to
share their faith, ideas and unique gifts with the church and the world. By giving to the Pentecost Offering we
are nurturing the faith of those who are the church to come- children youth and young adults. Please give generously to this offering.
You can give by using this quick link https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=110917&f=1&a=0.00 or
by mailing your check made payable to WCPC and marked Pentecost to 4881 W. Panther Creek Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77381. We will accept contributions for this special offering through the end of June.
Love Fosters Hope’s Rescue Home is our local beneficiary of the 2020
Pentecost Offering. This home is for foster youth who have attended their
camps and after aging out of the foster care system have ended up homeless. The offering will go toward one of the following two pressing needs
of the home: purchasing a reliable car, which will be designated for drivers
training as one of the key issues for aged out youth is the lack of a drivers
license or purchasing a stackable washer and dryer. The washer and dryer
they currently have are very old and beyond repair (it takes three times to
dry a load). With multiple people living in the house, the washer and dryer
are used on a daily basis.
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The Gathering Place of The Woodlands at
WCPC is a ministry for those who are living
with memory loss and the people who love and
care for them at home. The Gathering Place
seeks to help both the care partner and the caregiver. CarePartners, the nonprofit organization that provides support, education and resources for the Gathering Place on our campus,
is providing an In-Home Gathering Place guide
during this time of staying at home due to the
coronavirus. The guide can be found on their
website at https://www.carepartnerstexas.org/
find-help/gathering-place/. Since Common
Ground, a caregiver support group, will not be
meeting in the WCPC Parlor during May or
June, CarePartners is offering a Common
Ground Tele-Conference support group on
Tuesdays at 10 AM & Thursdays at 2 PM..
For more information, click this link: https://
www.carepartnerstexas.org/find-help/commonground/.
For more information about The Gathering
Place of The Woodlands at WCPC, email Tricia MacDonald at:
patriciamacdonald1210@gmail.com.

MOW has been classified as an essential business in
Montgomery County as they provide nourishment and
community connection to the senior population. MOW is
using staff only to deliver meals, groceries, breakfast
bags and Animeals to their clients. If you would like to
help provide food for MOW, please click on this link for
more information: https://www.mowmc.org/stock-theshelves/ .

CAC is providing No Contact service delivery. Current
services include:
Financial Assistance Services for rent, mortgage and
utility payments by phone only. Call 936-539-9211 for
help.
Groceries delivered Drive Thru Style at their mobile
markets. Click here for current schedule of markets:
https://cac-mctx.org/coronavirus-precautions/
Donations of non-perishable food, hygiene products, and
cleaning supplies are accepted weekly Tuesday through
Friday from 9am-4pm at their site, 1022 McCall Ave.
Conroe, TX 77301. Please click here for donation list:
https://cac-mctx.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
Donation-Needs-List-April-2020-3.pdf

The Food Pantry in the sanctuary narthex is closed until
further notice. In some instances, food can be donated directly to our mission outreach partners. Information about
direct food donations can be found in the articles below or
on our website at the Mission Outreach Bulletin Board:
https://www.wcpc-tx.org/mission-outreach-bulletin-board/. .

The Interfaith Food Pantry served 3,132 individuals during
the month of March, which was a 100% increase over
March, 2019. Interfaith has also increased grocery deliveries to seniors in our community from monthly to weekly, as
requested. As needs increase in our community as a result
of the pandemic, Interfaith pledges to continue their weekly
curbside Food Pantry distribution, feeding all families in
need.
Food Pantry Distribution: DRIVE-THRU ONLY
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 10am-3pm
For Senior Grocery Delivery: Call (281) 367-1230
Monday-Thursday, 9am-4pm
Non-perishable Food Donations Accepted only on:
Wednesdays, 9-11am
Click link below for list of Pantry Needs:
https://woodlandsinterfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DriveThrough-Pantry-Needs.pdf

Kids’ Meals received their new
van on March 14th, just in time
for the stay-at-home order. They
are delivering lunch bags and
fresh produce received from the
Food Bank twice a week to those
families along their Magnolia
route. On the weekends, they
have a drive-by food distribution
in a Magnolia church parking lot where they give bags of groceries including canned goods, produce and meat to families in need.
Since the Parental Support Center is part of the Willis School District ,
it has been closed just like the schools. So, no Kids’ Meals lunch bags
have been distributed in Willis since mid-March. It is possible that
there will be a drive-by Kids’ Meals lunch bag distribution in the summer. In the meantime if you would like to help with the Kids’ Meals
program, please decorate lunch bags at your home (decorate both sides,
don’t use stickers or write religious messages) and bring to church once
our campus is reopened.
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In response to the pandemic, the Family Promise Board decided to find permanent apartments for the two families in the
program and not to accept additional families for the time being. The Family Promise case manager is working remotely
with each family including daily check-ins. They are also providing gas cards to get to and from work for both families
as they each have been able to retain their jobs, childcare assistance, auto repairs, virtual budget counseling with weekly
goals to meet. In addition, Family Promise is in communication with their graduate families to see if they have needs to
avoid having them return to homelessness.
Since WCPC will not be hosting Family Promise this June, the Mission Outreach Team (MOT) will be sending funds to
help cover the cost of housing for the two weeks the families would normally be staying on campus. MOT also hopes to
provide Walmart gift cards to the families to use for food, toiletries and other items provided during their stay at WCPC.
Contributions of Walmart gift cards to help meet the needs of current as well as graduate families will be gladly accepted
once the church is reopened. Please keep these families in your prayers during these uncertain times.

All Ears! was on spring break when the WCPC
campus closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
In order to avoid interruption of services to the
kids, they adapted quickly by rolling out teletherapy and remote classes beginning the week of
March 16th.
All Ears! has been, like so many other non-profits,
hit hard by the pandemic. Their funding has been
directly impacted as their annual Toast & Taste
had to be postponed. This is their largest event
which normally funds 60-70% of their annual
budget. They plan hope to convert Toast & Taste
to an online event by late May.

As a result of the current public health crisis, CanCare, a
nonprofit community of cancer survivors trained to lift
up and inspire cancer patients and caregivers through one
-on-one support, has launched a new phone support line
and email system. Those in need of care can reach the
support line at 713-364-1652 from 8am until 6pm Monday through Friday or can email support@cancare.org.
All services are confidential and free of charge.
CanCare will continue to provide one on one matching
services as quickly as possible. Support volunteers are
matched with clients by cancer type, treatment method,
life stage, age, and gender.

Peru is under a state of emergency lockdown. A mandatory curfew from 6pm to 4am has been put in place and enforced
by the police and military. The government has banned everyone from gathering and restricted movement. Only one
member of a family may leave their home to go to the store. Men on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday and women on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Work has been suspended. Only the health sector, food trade, and banks are authorized to be open. All businesses are closed on Sundays. The use of facemasks in public is mandatory. The government
of Peru imposes fines for not complying with social distancing, curfews and for appearing in public without a facemask.
2020 Mission Trips:
All Mission Trips to Peru have been canceled.
Sicuani Bible Seminary (SEBIS):
In accordance with the state of emergency declared in Peru, classes in primary and secondary schools as well as universities have been suspended for the remainder of the calendar year. So, all 36 students enrolled in the residential program
at SEBIS have returned home.
Medical Student at Ricardo Palma University :
Oscar Guidotti Jr, who has been a local volunteer with the Peru Mission team for the past three years, began his studies
on April 27th. Though university classes have been suspended, programs like the medical school at Ricardo Palma
University, will be conducted online.
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Zambia is currently under partial lockdown. All international airports are closed. Schools, churches, mosques, socializing places, sports events have been closed/suspended until further notice. Non-essential workers in government ministries, private companies, and organizations have been put on either paid or unpaid leave. Hand washing stands are prominently displayed in front of all places of business. Citizens are asked not to touch each other in greeting, to cover sneezes and to social distance. Families are encouraged to stay home; however, more than 70% of the population in Zambia
survives by hand to mouth. The government treasury is poor, and families are forced out to fend for food.

Partners:
UCZ Congregation, Siavonga
So far, Siavonga and all along the valley has been quiet with respect to coronavirus cases. The Congregation is doing
fine. The Synod has sent a directive to all the congregations in the country to suspend all worshiping and other activities
requiring grouping. They are confined to their homes. Some congregations (more so along the rail line) get some online
sermons.
Justo Mwale University, Lusaka & Chasefu Theological College, Lundazi (unofficial partner)
The Zambian government closed all schools and colleges effective March 20 and students returned home. Justo Mwale
University happened to be on recess with one week left to write their exams when the government declared that all
learning institutions be closed.

PC(USA) Mission Co-workers:
Nancy Collins, who retired from the position of Regional Liaison of East Central Africa at the end of 2018 , completed
her coursework in the Master of Theology program at Justo Mwale in November, 2019 and was scheduled to defend her
220-page thesis at the end of May. She was teaching classes in Church Polity and Church History at Chasefu when she
abruptly left Zambia to return to the U.S. on March 24th based on strong encouragement from PC(USA) World Mission.
Charles and Melissa Johnson, who serve as the Development Specialist and Health Education Facilitator, respectively,
in Lundazi and work closely with Chasefu Theological College, also left Zambia unexpectedly in mid-March to return to
the U.S. Though, Zambia was relatively calm with respect to coronavirus cases, they chose to leave because of Charles
pre-existing medical condition (an ascending aortic aneurism). As it turns out, they were on the last international flight
flown by South African Airlines out of Zambia.

Seminary Student at Justo Mwale:
Naomi Daka, who is our scholarship recipient, recently completed her third year at Justo Mwale and had her research
proposal accepted. She will be writing on: A Critical Analysis of the Position of Women in the Old Testament: A case
of CCAP Midlands East Presbytery. In addition, Naomi is the new synod youth coordinator.

Nursing Student in Lusaka:
Muhange Shelemba, an orphan from the Namumu Orphanage in Siavonga and a nursing student our congregation has
been supporting, was in her final examination classes when all educational institutions were closed in Zambia. She
was sent to a hospital for her final practical hands-on exercises. Upon completion of these exercises, she went home to
complete her studies via email and WhatsApp.

International Student at Austin Theological Seminary:
Rev. Joseph Soko, a pastor from Zambia who was the recipient of an annual scholarship for international students at
Austin Seminary, has been allowed to live in campus housing and continue his studies online during the stay-at-home
order. Joseph is scheduled to graduate on Sunday, May 24th. Before the pandemic hit, he was planning to come to
Houston on June 2nd and then fly home to Zambia on June 4th.
A World War II veteran and resident of the DeGeorge, which provides transitional
housing for veterans, Vincent Grenfeld will turn 99 on July 4th. The Mission Outreach Team (MOT) had planned to hold a birthday party for him on Sunday, June
28th in the lobby of the DeGeorge. However due to the social distancing guidelines
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, this will not be possible. MOT is considering other options to celebrate his birthday and is wondering if you would like to give
a birthday card to Vincent? If so, please send card to Roger Foxall at 804 Carriage
Hills Blvd., Conroe, TX 77384 before June 20th (if church is reopened you may put
in Michele Stelter’s box). Please write “Vincent” on the envelope. You may want
to include your favorite Bible verse in the card. Thanks for your help!
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

4th Sunday
of Easter
Online Worship 11 am
Sunday school
emailed links
5th Sunday
of Easter
Online Worship 11 am
Sunday school
emailed links
6th Sunday
of Easter
Online Worship 11 am
Sunday
school

TUESDAY

7th Sunday of
Easter
Online Worship 11 am
Sunday school
emailed links

Last Day
CISD

31

Pentecost
Sunday Online
Worship 11
am Sunday
school
emailed links

*Church campus reopening TBA. Scheduled events from this point are on
the WCPC calendar but TBA
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Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School lessons this month, will be emailed
contact Susan to get added to emails:

VBS July 20th-24th
Register and pay for VBS 2020
Knigts of the North Castle online at
wcpc-tx.org before it’s Too Late!
Public registration is May 15th!
VBS July 20th-24th
VBS Planning meetings on Mondays
in June:
June 8, June 15, June 22,
and June 29 in 204 from 9:30-12
noon

Pre-K-K The Apostles
1st-2nd Lydia and Esther
3rd-4th Psalm 23 The Lord Is My Shepherd, 1 Peter 2:2-10 Living Stones, John 14:15-21 The Spirit of Truth, Acts 1:6-14 Jesus
Ascends, Acts2:1-21 Filled with the Holy Spirit
5th-6th Connect Unit 5 Conquered: Babylon, Diaspora,
Return, Occupation, Caesar
Godly Play story for May is The Mystery of Pentecost

Childcare provided by reservation.
Volunteers, use this opportunity to
make a supply list and plan your
lessons or —help with decorating
and craft preparations.

Teacher Appreciation
Reception rescheduled to July 26

for Teachers, Leaders and Helpers of All Age Groups!
Come and let us thank you for your all your help this year in
W.C.P.C.’s Sunday School classes with a reception on July 26 in
the Fellowship Hall at noon We really appreciate you! We could
not do Sunday School for our adults, youth and children’s classes
without your willingness to serve and share your faith this past
year as Teachers, Leaders, Floaters, and Storytellers! We will
also recognize your contributions at 11 am worship on July 26.

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement: To nurture all to experience the
unique joy of being a “child” of God.

March 2019 PNO
sandbox fun!

… You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you
today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
rise. Bind them as a sign to your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorpost of your house and on your
gates.
Deuteronomy 6:4-8
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Children’s Ministry Continued

June 20th*
Parent’s Night Out
Summer Fun

Only if children are allowed
to gather again.

Let your kid’s ages 0-10 years spend
an evening 5-8 pm with friends, enjoy
pizza dinner, a movie, games and
crafts right here at WCPC in the Hendricks building nurseries. We will play
outside and make recycled supplies
flowers. We will watch Toy Story 4 or
Mary Poppins!
RSVP to sduncan@wcpc-tx.org.
Next PNO date June 20th*

May 31st marks
the end of the
online regular
Sunday school
and worship
schedules.
Our Summer
Worship schedule
begins June 7th at
11:00 am with one
service and Sunday
school before the
service at 9:45 am.
All this will happen
only if the church
campus is opened
at the time.

Summer Sunday School
Online regular Children’s & Tweens Sunday school classes will finish May 31st.
Summer SS begins June 7th if we are allowed to gather in room 105
at 9:45 for completed grades 3rd-6th.
Younger Grades and
Pre-K will meet in room 101.

Making cupcakes for
Copperwood
last summer

Camp News
Summer Cho Yeh
dates are all cancelled
for 2020. We will all try
again next summer.
The Car Wash Fundraiser (3/22/20) and Crust
Spirit Nights (4/21/20)
will be rescheduled next
year.

Children’s Summer
Sunday School topic
Summer Hymn
Sing & Learn and
crafting VBS
Decorations!
Beginning June 7th—June
28th
3rd-6th room 105
2nd and under in 101
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SUMMER 2020 CONFERENCES
PLEASE BE AWARE ALL CAMPS/TRIPS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO THE
COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS AND CLOSURES.

GHOST RANCH
SR HIGH MISSION TRIP
(COMPLETED 9TH –12TH GRADE)

JULY 26-AUG 1, 2020
( with travel time TBD but probably July 24– Aug 2)
$ 550 INCLUDES TRANSPORTATION FEES
REGISTRATION ASAP

DETAILS TBA, CONTACT SALLY BOWERS

MO RANCH
SR HIGH CELEBRATION
(COMPLETED 9TH –12TH GRADE)

JUNE 21-26, 2020
$ 350 ALL INCLUSIVE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE APRIL 15, 2020

MO RANCH
JR HIGH JUBILEE II
(COMPLETED 7TH –8TH GRADE)

JULY 5-9, 2020
$ 350 ALL INCLUSIVE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE MAY 15, 2020

Scholarships/financial assistance available. We want everyone to participate and don ’t want finances to be a barrier.
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Life of the Church: Articles due preceding Tuesday by noon.
Newsletter: Articles due February 15 for the March/April 2020 newsletter.
Website: Information due Monday at noon . Send to communications@wcpc-tx.org.
Ways to stay connected!
Find all of this information online on our website at www.wcpc-tx.org
Download the WCPC App! First you must download the ShareFaith App then follow the
below directions to find WCPC. This app will have Sermons, Peazy’s Blog, Newsletter
and more!

Find us on Instagram by searching for WCPC1981 or enter the address below
https://www.instagram.com/wcpc1981/
Find us on Facebook by searching for Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church or enter the address below
https://www.facebook.com/wcpcWoodlandsCommunityPresbyterianChurch/
Find the Church Life App under the GIVING tab on our website which tells the steps. This app will have the
church directory
which has the most
updated contact information available.
This app is also a
wonderful way to
update your address,
phone number and
picture. Here is the
link to the page:
http://www.wcpctx.org/church-lifeapp-2/

Please feel free to
contact the church
office for help or
with any questions!
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