
The Early Learning Program of The Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church April 2019 

From the Director 
April 2, 3, 5—Motor Movement      
                 (outside) 
April 16, 17, & 18– Spring Fling 
April 19 & 22 Easter Holidays 
May 7, 8, 9   - Growing Up Chapel   
(Family ceremonies for  PreK  and 
Transition Families)  
May 14, 15, 16  Water Days 
May 17– Last Day at ELP 

Mark Your Calendar 

Spring Fling!  “New Life   Celebration!” 
  

The ELP “New Life” Spring Fling will be held April 16, 17, & 18.  It will be a fun, hands-on celebration on the ELP side yard. Parents 
are invited to come with siblings. Come prepared to see and experience worms, butterflies, ladybugs, and play games!  We hope that 

you enjoy this time together, but if you cannot always attend the special events be assured you are not alone and that your child is still 
having a blast!  Teachers and friends fill the yard and fun is had by all!  

Spring is in the air!  The sun is out, the air is cool and this the time of year to 
be thankful for all the gifts of New Life that God has given us.  Our Bible verse for 
the month is “Behold!  I make all things new!” Revelations 21:5 
            Take time with your family during this Spring season to get outdoors as much 
as possible and enjoy the nature trails, parks, and ponds we are so fortunate to have 
all around our community.  Also, remember to take the time with your children to 
thank God for all the many blessings He has given us everyday.   
 Come peek at the playground and join us at the spring fling on the side yard!  
You will surely be filled with joy as you see the children, smiling, dancing, running, 
and exploring!  You may even be inspired to add something new to your backyard! 
Cindy 

Chapel 
I’m always inspired by stories in the Bible that center around faith. Stories of someone who did what God told him to  
do even if it didn't make sense at the time.  Like Noah spending 100 years, miles and miles away from any body of water,  
building a boat that would save him and his family from a flood caused by a torrential rain storm.   
     There once was a time I didn't understand why God frequently doled out these tests of faith to His people.  What I  
learned is that throughout history and even still today, God provides lots of opportunities for us to show our faith  
because He needs US to realize OUR level of commitment.. 
     A story I will be doing with the kids demonstrates this perfectly.  Found in the book of John, it takes place soon  
after Jesus's crucifixion.  The disciples were in their boat on the lake trying to fish.  No matter how many times the net  
Was dropped in the water, it came up empty.  Just about the time they were going to give up and head ashore, a man 
standing on the bank suggested that they try casting the net on the other side of the boat.  Now, to these experienced  
fishermen, this seemed like a crazy idea and complete waste of time.  The men must have had some sort of discussion 
about the advice, but ultimately they followed it, which resulted in them catching so many fish their net couldn't hold  
them all.  Finally, the men recognized that the stranger on the shore was Jesus.  Ahhhh, Jesus.  Always showing up at  
just the right time to teach them what He wanted them to know. 
     If Jesus wanted simply to bless His friends with an amazing catch, He could have. But, He wanted much more than 
that.   
He wanted to do a faith check....see if the devotion in their actions matched the devotion in their words because very  
soon the day would come when the disciples were ONLY going to have their faith. If they were to continue in the work 
God laid out for them, they were going to have to be unshakable in their belief. 
    God still puts His people through faith checks today.  I can't count the many times the Lord has said to me,  
"Melinda, cast your net on the other side of the boat," My prayer for each ELP family is that you, too will be confident  
in the Lord's ability to care for you so you can experience peace that can only be achieved through unshakable faith.   
Melinda 
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Wet and Wild 
Play… 

is what the next two months will bring 
us on the playground.  We will be 
painting with finger paint and shaving 
cream, building with wood, enjoying 
bubbles and water play, and planting 
in our gardens ( to name a few of the 
activities outside) .   Please send your 
child in old comfortable clothes or his 
ELP T-shirt to school.  This will free 
him to relax   and have fun without 
having to worry about getting his 
clothes wet or dirty.  Please be sure 
and pack a change of clothes in his 
backpack. Remember … a child’s 
work is play.   

Prek &  
Transition 

Growing Up 
Ceremony 

 ELP will have a “Growing Up  
Ceremony” for the PreK and Transition  
classes.  The ceremonies will take place  
in the church sanctuary on: 
 
Tuesday, May 7 
11:00 AM  Cardinals 
 
Wednesday, May 8 
11:00 AM:  Flamingos 
2:00 PM  PM Penguins 
 
Thursday May 9 
11:00AM   AM Penguins  
2:00 PM:  Transition Toucans  
 
Bring your family and celebrate!  

Observing, thinking and speaking 
 Here are some suggestions for activities to help a young child learn to ob-
serve more accurately, to think more clearly, and to speak more effectively. 
 
1. Activities which encourage accuracy in observation.  “What will happen if we 

drop this ball on the floor?”  “What will happen if we set the little truck on the top 
of this slope?” 

2. Activities which require organization.  “How many things can you name that 
fly?”  “Things that walk?”  “Things that are green?” 

3. Activities which encourage sensitivity to the environment.  “Can you act like one 
of these—a dog?  A bunny?  A lion?”  “Pretend you’re a bus driver (doctor, 
farmer, or a firefighter).  “What should you be doing?” 

4. Activities which call for a theory.  “What would happen if we mixed this green 
paint with this yellow paint?”  “If we let all the water out of this bathtub, where 
would this little boat go?” 

5. Activities which provoke creative imagination.  Begin a story and invite your 
child to make up an ending.  Or ask:  “What are some of the things we could 
make with this ball of clay?” 

6. Activities to promote flexibility.  Give your child some shapes (triangles, rectan-
gles, semi-circles, etc.) that you have cut out of paper and ask him to make as 
many things as he can out of them.  Give him some wooden blocks to make a 
road, a tower and a bridge.  Help him cut up different pictures from magazines 
and paste them into designs. 

 
We’ve listed just a few ideas.  You can make up new ones of your own to help your 
child observe, think and speak.  These kinds of activities encourage active learning—
good preparation for school later on. 
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Literacy Corner 
           Emergent readers: Look! That’s my letter! 
Even the youngest child is somewhere on the path to becoming a reader. As 
a parent, it’s 
important to support your child’s efforts in a positive way and help him or 
her along the 
reading path. Here’s a little information about emergent readers, and a few 
pointers to 
keep in mind. 
An emergent reader: 
• knows some letters of the alphabet 
• understands that writing conveys a message 
• uses “scribble” writing when writing 
• may recognize some words or letters in their envi-
ronment (words like “stop” or 
“exit” or letters like the giant “K” signifying Kmart or the golden arches 
“M” 
signifying McDonald’s) 
When reading with an emergent reader: 
• Model fingerpoint reading. That means to follow the words with your fi 
nger 
from left to right as you read them. As your emergent reader starts to read, 
they will learn to do the same thing. 
• Encourage “reading” or “pretend reading.” This reading from memory 
provides practice with retelling and practice navigating books correctly. 
• Talk about the story. When your child is finished with a book, be sure to 
talk 
about what happened in the story, and maybe “re-read” favorite parts. Talk 
about any interesting words or new concepts. 
• Let them know how proud you are! By sharing a book with a child, you’re 
sharing the joys and excitement of reading. 
 
For more parent tips on how to help your emergent reader, visit: 
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/7833 

    Preschool Meals  on 
Wheels  

  In Montgomery County 
WCPC and ELP have joined together to sup-
port and help kick off the preschooler sack 
lunches for our county!  You may be sur-
prised, like we were, to learn about the 
thousands of children in need in our own 
backyards.  We had a guest speaker come to 
our Monday Moms event last month, and 
she shared about the new program and the 
many needs.  
 
For the Easter season and celebration, we 
would like to help The Meals On Wheels 
provide preschoolers with  little new or gen-
tly used toys and Easter basket type stuff-
ers .  They will be hand delivered to the pre-
schoolers with their sack lunches.   
 ELP will have a 
collection basket available 
in the hallway for new or 
gently used toys.  Thank 
you for brightening a day 
and spreading the God’s 
love.  

 

 

April Bible Verse 
Behold, I make all 
things new. 

             Revelations 21:5 

                                   Risk Is Essential  
                                  Courage is like a muscle.  We strengthen it by use. –Ruth Gordon 
 
“We are a nation of pushy helicopter parents, writes Kate Blincoe in an article in The Guardian, “project 
managing a schedule of activities and waiting below our children on the monkey bars in case they should 
slip.  It’s no wonder that the simulated risk of computer games is so compelling and addictive– the real world  
seems tame in comparison.  Yet humans are designed to experience a degree of fear-manage it out of their 
lives and they will seek it elsewhere, on the internet, or with self destructive behavior.   
 
So how can we put some of that danger and excitement back into the loves of our cosseted children?  The 
answer is step-by step and in our age-appropriate way.  First, the outdoors is key.  Outdoors time every day 
is essential...encourage the toddler to poke around  under hedges and permit your primary-age children  to 
leave your sight.  Unsupervised time...might lead to more cuts and scrapes, or fights between siblings, but it 
is what many of us did as children, and it teaches them how ot make risk-related decisions for themselves.  
Risk perception is like a muscle that needs to be developed and flexed.”     
                                                                                   Article taken form ExchangeEveryday , March 7, 2019 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjC3Jff7KjaAhVByYMKHXaHCPoQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gettyimages.com%2Fillustrations%2Fparents-reading-to-child-clip-art&psig=AOvVaw0kWmaOn8kH6lc8cf2kSxb3&
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Should We Force Children To Say “I’m Sorry?” 

As parents and teachers, it is important to us that our children have good manners, are sensitive and kind to others, and care 
about the feelings of others. We want children to take responsibility for their actions, and we want to teach them to feel empa-
thy for others.  We deeply desire to teach our children the Golden Rule: Treat others you way you want to be treated.  This may 
seem like Parenting 101, but It is not so simple. If your child goes to parties, preschool, or the park,  surely you have experienced 

both sides to this story as your child has been wronged or has mistreated a friend. 

To truly apologize requires empathy. Empathy is a skill that means you understand how someone else is feeling because you can 
imagine what it is like to be them.  Empathy develops in children in its own, individual timing and is often much later in a child’s 
development than we would expect. This explains why young children have a hard time understanding the viewpoint of others or 
why when they are prompted to robotically say “I’m sorry” to their friend, they clearly have no understanding or remorse. Chil-
dren cannot genuinely own the apologetic words they are saying until they develop empathy. 

So what do we do as a parent when our child has intentionally or accidentally hurt, pushed, or acted unkind towards a playmate?  
Many times we are embarrassed or want to pretend as if it is no big deal because we are natural peace makers.  Sometimes we 
stop everything, pair the children together and demand the standard, “tell him you are sorry”  phrase. Let’s be honest, we may 

think  this makes everyone feel better or that this is the right thing to do, but is it?  What these behaviors in young children give 
us is a golden opportunity for connection with our kids!  Let’s embrace the situation at hand and help develop empathy and 
kindness.  Remember saying “I’m sorry” and really understanding what is happening only comes after empathy has devel-
oped.  It serves no purpose if your child is not ready.   

Here are some things you can do to begin developing empathy skills in your young 
child:  

1. Model for children the behavior you want them to emulate. Let your child hear you apologize for mistakes you make or 

things you feel genuinely sorry about. Children learn by watching and copying what adults do. If you are at a playgroup and 
your child hurts another child, you could apologize to the child and the child’s parent. This is great role modelling for your 
own child when they see you apologize with genuine caring. After apologizing remove your child from the situation and find 
a quiet place to talk to her about what just happened. 

2. Focus on “making it right” with the other person. Since young children best learn through action, children can help with 

getting an ice pack for the child they hurt or helping put a band -aid on the other person. Involving children in an act of help-
ing or kindness goes a long way in teaching empathy. 

3. Focus on the future. Instead of forcing children to say sorry, focus their commitment to do something differently in the fu-

ture.  “Can you tell your friend that you will not push him again?” 

4. Give feelings a name. Labeling feelings is a first step toward them eventually being able to name and process their feelings 
on their own. You could say, “It looked like you were really angry when...” or “I see that you are feeling frustrated when…” 

5. After the behavior talk to your child in a calm tone, away from others. Help make the connection of how the other child felt 
as a result of their behavior. “When you poked John he was hurt and felt sad.”  For younger children, we need to provide 
them with the words to help them learn to recognize these feelings. 
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WCPC 
Rummage 
Sale 

Spring Fling 
10:15 Cardinals 
10:45 Flamingos 
11:15 Owls & BB 

Spring Fling 
9:15 Ducks 
9:45 Robins 
11:15 Owls &  BB 
12:15 Peng./AE 
12:45 Toucans 
 

Spring Fling 
9:15 Robins 
9:45 Robins 
10:15AM Peng. 
11:15 Owls & BB/
AE 

Good  
Friday 
No ELP 

Holiday 
No ELP 

Motor 
Movement  


